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This essay focuses on the political, economic, and cultural history 

of five Asian Tigers – Hong Kong, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, 

and Taiwan.  I search for historical and modern influences on their rapid 

economic transformations in the past seven decades.  I discuss their 

settlement and cultural history, the rise, accomplishments, and fall of 

early kingdoms, colonial rule (British in Hong Kong, Malaysia, and 

Singapore, Spanish and American in the Philippines, and Dutch and 

Japanese in Taiwan ), and political and economic changes since 

independence.  I wrote these lectures for a Seabourn cruise in 2001.  

 I begin with Hong Kong and discuss British colonization, 

economic evolution, and the transition to China.  For Malaysia, I focus 

on how Britain colonized and developed the country and which exports 

led its rapid growth.  I then look at why the Philippines has lagged 

behind the other Asian Tigers by examining the legacies of Spanish, 

American, and Filipino rule.  For Singapore, I discuss the impacts of 

British colonization, Singapore’s expulsion from Malaysia, and how 

modern Singapore grew rich.  Lastly, I examine economic change in 

Taiwan – under Qing Chinese, Japanese, and Taiwanese rule.   A time 
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line, a bibliography, and a description of sites that I visited in Hong 

Kong, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Taiwan are appended.     

Hong Kong  

Early British Trade with China (18th-mid-19th centuries).  In 

the 18th century, British merchants expanded trade between China and 

British India.  The principal exports from China were tea, silk, porcelain, 

and lacquer ware.  To balance the trade and prevent a large flow of silver 

and gold into China to pay for the tea, the English introduced opium – 

produced in British-controlled Bengal (eastern India) – into China, and 

many Chinese became addicted to the drug.  To control European 

traders, the Chinese Government limited British merchants to the port of 

Canton (modern Guangzhou) in southern China. 



 4 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons, available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Port_of_Canton.jpg> 

 
 Guangzhou (Canton), Key Opium Port –                                       

Painting by Sunqua, c. 1830 
 

In Canton, a monopoly group of Chinese merchants, the Co-hong, 

heavily taxed the European traders.  The English merchants wanted the 

British Government to set up a colony so that they could avoid the Co-

hong and have a secure, deep-water port from which to trade with China.  

They were particularly anxious to expand the lucrative export of opium 

from India to China.  In the 1830s, the opium trade, mostly carried out 

with fast clipper ships, expanded strongly, as did merchant conflicts in 

Canton.  Because the British Government was unsuccessful in forcing 
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the Chinese to open other ports to their merchants, the insignificant 

island of Hong Kong was considered as a site for a new trading colony. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons, available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Canton_c1850.jpg> 

 
Co-hong Factories, Guangzhou (Canton) Harbor  

The Opium Wars and Hong Kong Colony (1840-1860).  In 

1800, the Chinese Government banned opium imports.  But Chinese 

corruption and British greed largely circumvented this ban during much 

of the early 19th century.  In 1839, the Chinese Government sent an 

incorruptible administrator, Lin Ze-xu, to Canton to end the opium trade.  

Lin forced foreign merchants to turn over their opium stocks and held 
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hostages to ensure compliance.  Those strong actions sparked the First 

Opium War (1840-1841).  Britain, with the most powerful navy in the 

world, easily defeated China.  In 1841, the British navy occupied Hong 

Kong Island, then home to 7,500 Chinese farmers and fishermen. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons, available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Destroying_Chinese_war_junks,_by_E._Duncan_(18

43).jpg> 
 

First Opium War, 1840-1841, Guangzhou (Canton) Harbor – English 
East India Company Steamship Destroyed Chinese Junks 

 
Under the Treaty of Nanking (modern Nanjing), ratified in 1843, 

China ceded Hong Kong Island to Great Britain in perpetuity, opened 

five “treaty ports” (including Shanghai) to foreign trade, agreed to end 

the Co-hong monopoly in Canton, and paid severe reparations.  The new 
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colony became a trading port, naval base, and administrative center for 

British merchant operations in the Chinese treaty ports. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons, available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Opium_imports_into_China_1650-1880_EN.svg> 

 
Opium Imports Into China, 1650-1880 –                                       

Expansion in 19th century Promoted By British Exporters 
 

During the 1850s, opium exports to China flourished despite the 

Chinese ban on opium imports.  To extract further Chinese concessions, 

the British fought the Second Opium War between 1856 and 1860.  

Under the terms of the Peking (Beijing) Convention of 1860, China 

ceded the Kowloon peninsula (north of Hong Kong Island) to Britain in 
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perpetuity, legalized opium trade, and opened up several more treaty 

ports to European merchants.  Hong Kong then had a population of over 

80,000 people, mostly Cantonese-speaking Chinese. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons, available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:67th_Foot_taking_fort.jpg? 

 
The Second Opium War (1856-1860) –                                                 

British Troops Capturing a Chinese Fort in 1860 
 

Colonial Hong Kong as an Entrepôt (1860-1941).  Between the 

Second Opium War (1860) and the Second World War (1941), colonial 

Hong Kong was an entrepôt – providing banking, insurance, 

warehousing, and shipping services for trading firms.  European and 
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American merchants needed a secure base for trade with turbulent 

China.  Hong Kong colony also served as a coaling station and an 

important naval base for the British fleet in the Pacific.  By 1881, 17 of 

the 18 largest tax-paying trading firms in Hong Kong were Chinese 

(Jardine Matheson was the sole British firm on the list).  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons, available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%22Water_Witch%22_opium_clipper_1831.jg> 

 
Opium Clipper Ship, Water Witch – British Barque, Built In 1831 

 
Under the terms of the Convention of Peking (1898), China leased 

the New Territories to Great Britain for 99 years (until June 30, 1997), 
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adding 100,000 people to Hong Kong’s population and increasing the 

colony’s land area by ten times.   

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Acquisition_of_Hong_Kong_2.svg> 

 
Expansion of British Hong Kong – 1842, 1860, and 1898 

By 1900, Hong Kong handled about 40 percent of China’s total 

foreign trade – half of British exports to China (of which 45 percent was 

opium) and one-fifth of Chinese exports to Britain (still principally tea).  

During the first four decades of the 20th century, Hong Kong continued 
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as an entrepôt, servicing British, other European, and North American 

trade with China, and it began to manufacture labor-intensive products 

such as textiles and garments.  But by 1940 only 10 percent of Hong 

Kong’s exports were manufactured in the colony. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ThePeak_HongKong_c1910.JPG> 

 
Hong Kong, British Colony – c. 1910 

The Impact and Aftermath of World War II (1941-1949).  

During the 1930s, civil war in China and the Sino-Japanese War drove 

650,000 southern Chinese into Hong Kong, raising the total population 

to about 1.6 million in 1940.  The vast majority of Hong Kong Chinese 
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were very poor at the onset of the Second World War.  When Japan 

attacked Hong Kong on December 8, 1941, British forces in the colony 

had little air support, limited naval capability, and inadequate 

intelligence.  Japan took over Hong Kong on Christmas Day, 1941.  

Japanese rule was marked by excessive brutality, out-migration of about 

1 million Chinese residents (reducing the colony’s population to only 

600,000 at the end of the war), and extreme hardship.  

  
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hk_japo_westerner.jpg>  

 
British Residents of Hong Kong at the Beginning of the Japanese 

Occupation, December 1941 
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After the war, the victorious Allies decided that Hong Kong should 

again be a British colony.  There was no movement for independence 

within Hong Kong.  Because Chiang Kai-shek, the head of the 

Kuomintang government in China, needed Allied support in his struggle 

against the Chinese Communists, he reluctantly agreed that Hong Kong 

should revert to Britain.  Hong Kong’s volume of foreign trade made a 

quick post-war recovery.  China was still its biggest trading partner, 

followed by British Malaya and American-run Japan.  However, Hong 

Kong’s socio-economic position was placed under severe strain when a 

million former residents and numerous other refugees migrated in from 

southern China. 

Manufacturing and Export-led Growth in Hong Kong (1950-1980).  

Three post-war developments influenced Hong Kong to give up its 

entrepôt role and move to export manufacturing:  the Communists won 

the Chinese civil war in 1949 and shifted trade toward the USSR; 

capitalist entrepreneurs from Shanghai migrated to Hong Kong; and the 

United States instituted a trade embargo against China for joining North 

Korea in the Korean War in 1950.  Initially, Hong Kong produced low 
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quality products – textiles and garments, toys, plastic consumer goods, 

rubber footwear, and artificial flowers.  That labor-intensive and small-

scale production featured light, easily exported items, made from 

imported materials.  By the late 1950s, Hong Kong’s textile and garment 

exports had penetrated North American and European markets, and 

those countries forced Hong Kong to restrict its exports. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chai_Wan_Factory_Estate_201212.JPG> 

 
Chai Wan Factory Estate, Hong Kong –                                                  

Site for Small Manufacturing Firms, Constructed in 1959 
 

Hong Kong adjusted by shifting to higher value goods, especially 

the assembly of electronics components and the manufacture of 
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electrical, metal, and chemical products.  By 1960, three-fourths of 

Hong Kong’s exports were domestic manufactures, and most were 

destined for North America, Europe, or the British Commonwealth.  The 

colony’s income in 1980 was fourteen times greater than in 1960.  Rapid 

growth of income and wage levels eroded Hong Kong’s ability to 

compete with other developing countries in labor-intensive exports such 

as textiles and garments.  By 1980, the colony needed to re-orient its 

economy again. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:HK_Oriental_Watch_Co_Des_Vouex_Road_C_Role

x_Clock.JPG> 
 

Oriental Watch Company on Des Vouex Road, Hong Kong –                                                            
Manufactures Iconic “Made in Hong Kong” Consumer Goods 
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  Hong Kong as a Trade and Investment Center for Southern 

China (1980-present).  Starting about 1980, Hong Kong re-emerged as 

an entrepôt to service the economy of southern China.  In 1978, Deng 

Xiaoping initiated major economic reforms to create positive incentives 

for Chinese farmers and industrialists to expand output.  The Chinese 

economy grew at an average annual rate of nearly 9 percent per year, the 

fastest in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.  Hong Kong’s economy 

became integrated regionally with the booming economy of 200 million 

people in southern China.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Deng_Xiaoping_statue_in_Shenzhen.JPG> 

 
Deng Xiaoping, Statue in Shenzhen – “To Get Rich Is Glorious.” 
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Hong Kong’s rising wages meant that it could no longer compete 

in international markets for labor-intensive manufactures.  In 1980, 

China created four Special Economic Zones – one in Shenzen, next to 

Hong Kong – and Hong Kong shifted its labor-intensive manufacturing 

to low-wage China.  Since 1980, Hong Kong has offered a wide range of 

services – commercial, financial, and touristic – to facilitate trade and 

investment flows for southern China.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lo_Wu_District_201701.jpg> 

 
Shenzen Special Economic Zone, Luohu District, 2017 –                       

Near Hong Kong 
 

Hong Kong also has serviced trade and investment between 

Chinese firms in Taiwan and the economy of China.  Taiwanese firms 
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circumvent rules and political constraints preventing direct trade and 

investment between Taiwan and China.  In 2019, Taiwan’s exports to 

China reached $92. Billion.  Hong Kong has played a similar role for 

Chinese-owned firms in Southeast Asian countries which desire to trade 

with and invest in China. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kwai_Tsing_Container_Terminals.jpg> 

 
Hong Kong Harbor, Kwai Tsing Container Terminals, 2008 –          

Serviced Trade and Investment with Taiwan 
 

Growth Sectors in Hong Kong’s Modern Economy (1980-

present).  During three decades of concentration on manufactured 

exports, 1951-1979, Hong Kong achieved growth (of income per capita 
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after adjustment for inflation) of 6.2 percent.  Growth declined 

somewhat to 5.6 percent in the first decade of strong linkage to China, 

1980-1989.  During 1990-1998, Hong Kong’s rate of growth slowed to 

2.4 percent, largely due to the downturn in Asian economies starting in 

mid-1997 (which caused Hong Kong to contract for two years).  The 

economy bounced back, however, and income per capita (measured by 

the World Bank at Purchasing Power Parity in constant 2017 dollars) 

grew at an annual average rate of 2.6 percent between 1990 and 2019. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Skyline_-_Hong_Kong,_China.jpg> 

 
Hong Kong –                                                                                   

Financial Center and Entrepôt for China and Taiwan, 1990-present 
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Manufacturing has declined steadily in the past 20 years, reflecting 

the shift of production to China.  Within the manufacturing sector, 

textiles and clothing have declined while electronics expanded, but 

together these two sub-sectors still account for nearly two-thirds of 

Hong Kong’s exports of goods.  While the share of manufacturing in 

national income has fallen from one-third to one-tenth, other entrepôt-

service sectors have risen in importance.  Financial services contribute 

one-fourth of national income, trade one-fourth, community services 

one-fifth, and transport one-tenth.  The present structure of Hong Kong’s 

economy resembles that of other high income countries; over 90 percent 

of income comes from services, whereas less than one-tenth derives 

from manufacturing and less than 1 percent from agriculture. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:HK_International_Finance_Centre_200809.jpg> 

 
Hong Kong Specializes in Financial Services –                                       

International Financial Center, the Tallest Skyscraper in Hong Kong 
 

In 2019, income per capita in Hong Kong (adjusted for price 

differences) was $62,496, 96 percent of that in the United States.  

Average life expectancy was 85 years and the rate of adult literacy was 

99 percent.  Hong Kong was an  impressive 10th of 186 countries in the 

World Bank’s ranking of per capita incomes, 4th of 189 countries in the 

United Nation’s Human Development Index, 3rd of 190 countries in the 
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World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index, and 16th of 198 countries 

in Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hong_Kong_Exports_Treemap_2017.svg> 

 
Proportional Representation of Hong Kong’s Export Earnings in 2017 – 

Broadcasting Equipment, Integrated Circuits, Gold, and Diamonds  
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Joint Declaration on Hong Kong’s Reversion to China (1984).  

The British Government tried to negotiate an extension to its 99-year 

lease on Hong Kong colony, but Deng Xiaoping refused.  In the Sino-

British Joint Declaration of December 1984, China and Britain agreed 

that Hong Kong would continue to have a capitalist economic system for 

50 years (until June 30, 2047), enacting the Chinese Government’s 

policy of “one country, two systems.”   The Joint Declaration stated that 

upon reversion of the colony to China on July 1, 1997 Hong Kong 

would become a Special Administrative Region (SAR).   

To underpin the capitalist system, the Joint Declaration promised 

that the government of Hong Kong would continue to honor private 

property and that the legal system would be based principally on British 

common law.  Hong Kong would retain the existing tax system and the 

Hong Kong dollar as its currency, convertible into foreign currencies.  

International movement of people, assets, and earnings would continue 

without restriction.  The Joint Declaration also stipulated that Hong 

Kong would have an elected legislature and that the Chinese 

Government would appoint the Chief Executive.  



 24 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tian%27anmen_from_the_square_(20200825114150

).jpg> 
                      

Tiananmen Square, Beijing – Center of the People’s Republic of China 
 

Transition to Hong Kong’s Reversion to China (1984-1997).  

China’s leaders understood the critical role that Hong Kong was playing 

as a conduit for trade and investment in the southern China regional 

economy, and they also did not want to have China’s economic success 

undercut by Western economic sanctions.  Nevertheless, many Hong 

Kong Chinese feared that Chinese rule would bring military 

intimidation, corruption in government, censorship of the press, controls 

in the economy, or restraints on political parties.   
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By the early 1990s, about 10 percent of Hong Kong Chinese 

residents, nearly 600,000 people, had established residency outside 

Hong Kong, mostly in Canada, the United States, or Australia.  

Moreover, 35 percent of firms registered in Hong Kong transferred their 

assets, mostly to Caribbean domiciles (British Virgin Islands, Bermuda, 

Cayman Islands).  In 1992, Chris Patten, the new Governor of Hong 

Kong, announced a widening of the franchise for election of the 

Legislative Council after reversion.  The Patten proposals precipitated a 

bitter diplomatic conflict between Britain and China.  The Chinese 

Government was incensed that Patten had announced the proposed 

changes without consultation with China.  The diplomatic crisis was 

resolved in 1995.  In 1996, China appointed a 400-person committee that 

elected the first Chief Executive for Hong Kong, Tung Chee-hwa (C. H. 

Tung), a Hong Kong Chinese businessman with ties to China’s leaders. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at                     
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hk-map.png> 

 
Special Administrative Region of Hong Kong (SAR) –                             

One Country, Two Systems 
 

Hong Kong within China (1997-present).  Hong Kong’s 

economy had a down-and-up performance after Hong Kong reverted to 

China on July 1, 1997.  A few days after Hong Kong re-joined China, 
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Thailand announced a large devaluation that precipitated the Asian 

economic crisis.  Hong Kong’s economy was directly affected by a 

“contagion effect,” as investors pulled their funds out of most Asian 

economies, including Hong Kong’s.  That flight of foreign capital put 

enormous pressure on the Hong Kong dollar.  The officials rode out the 

attack and successfully defended the currency, but the economy of Hong 

Kong suffered a fairly deep recession.  By early 1999, the economy 

began to grow again.   

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hong_Kong_Science_Park.JPG> 

                    
Hong Kong’s Science-based Economy Recovered Quickly After the 

Asian Financial Crisis – Hong Kong Science Park  
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Most analysts give Hong Kong policy makers high marks for 

riding out the crisis and turning the economy around quickly, and few 

argue that the downturn in Hong Kong’s economy was exacerbated 

much by the reversion to China.  In 2018, 29 million tourists visited 

Hong Kong, three-fourths of them from mainland China, and spent $42 

billion.  Carrie Lam, the current Chief Executive, was elected in 2017 to 

a five-year term (from a restricted pool of candidates approved by the 

Government of China).  Her time in office has been marked by massive 

protests by pro-democracy activists in Hong Kong. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:190616_HK_Protest_Incendo_03.jpg> 

  
Massive Popular Protests in Hong Kong – June 2019 

 
Three issues seem critical for the future of Hong Kong’s economy 

within China and the willingness of future Chinese leaders to continue to 

honor the terms of the Joint Declaration.  First, will Chinese leaders 

continue to appreciate the crucial role that Hong Kong plays in Chinese 

economic growth and desire to deepen those links?  Second, will the 

economies of Hong Kong and Shanghai be complementary or 
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competitive within the expanding Chinese economy?  Third, will Hong 

Kong continue to exercise a key function as an intermediary in trade and 

investment relations between Taiwan and China?  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CIA-HongKong.jpg> 

 
Contemporary Hong Kong 
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Malaysia  

Srivijaya and Melaka (7th century-1511).  The first settlers in 

Malaysia were Austro-Melanesian hunter-gatherers who moved from 

southern China through Southeast Asia to New Guinea and Australia 

more than 40,000 years ago.   

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Orang_Asli.jpg> 

 
Semang (Negrito) People  in Highland Peninsular Malaysia (Malaya) 

A second wave of settlers into Malaysia, from southern China via 

Taiwan, began about 5,000 years ago.  The Austronesian (Malayo-

Polynesian) diaspora spread from Taiwan to the Philippines (by 3000 

BCE), Borneo and Sulawesi (2500 BCE), and Java and Sumatra (2000 

BCE).  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Austronesia_Map.jpg> 

 
The Austronesian (Malayo-Polynesian) Diaspora – 3000 BCE-1100 CE 

Srivijaya (7th-13th centuries), a Malay kingdom based in 

southeastern Sumatra, practiced Mahayana Buddhism and controlled the 

Straits of Melaka and Sunda.  The main sources of wealth were trade 

taxes and entrepôt services – warehousing, ship maintenance, and 

recreation.  Palembang was an exchange center for Chinese silk, Indian 

textiles, and Moluccan spices (nutmeg, mace, cloves).  The power of 

Srivijaya declined in the 10th century when it lost its trade monopoly 

(based on tributary links to the fallen Tang Chinese dynasty).  Srivijaya 
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was eclipsed in the 13th century by Ayudhya (Thailand) and Majapahit 

(Java). 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Srivijaya_Empire.svg> 

 
Malay Kingdom of Srivijaya (7th-13th centuries)                      

Melaka is located on the Malay Peninsula on the Strait of Melaka.  

The rulers of the Melaka Sultanate (1402-1511) instituted predictable 

laws and taxes and built warehouses and wharves.  In 1405, Melaka 
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agreed to vassalage in return for trade privileges from China.  The Malay 

ruler of Melaka converted to Islam in 1414.  The port of Melaka was a 

center of exchange for Indian textiles, Moluccan spices, and Malay 

forest products and offered entrepôt services.  The Sultanate received 

tribute from vassal states in Malaya and Sumatra.  Portuguese 

adventurers with superior arms conquered Melaka in 1511.  The Malay 

rulers relocated to Johor but lost their trade advantages. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Malacca_Sultanate_en.svg> 

 
Sultanate of Melaka (Dark Tan Color) – 1402-1511 
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 Portuguese, Dutch, and British Colonialism (1511-1957).  The 

Portuguese (in 1511) and the Dutch (in 1641) successively took control 

of Melaka.  For Portugal, Melaka was one of a chain of fortified ports in 

Asia.  The Netherlands used Melaka to guard the Strait to protect the 

trading interests of the Dutch East Indies Company.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Portuguese_discoveries_and_explorationsV2en.png> 

Portuguese Trade Routes and Settlements – 16th century 

In 1786, Britain claimed the island of Penang to establish a trading 

port.  Thomas Stamford Raffles negotiated a treaty with the Sultan of 

Johore in 1819, ceding the island of Singapore to the English East India 
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Company.  In the Treaty of London (1824), the Netherlands ceded the 

port of Melaka to Britain and acknowledged a British “sphere of 

influence” in the Malay peninsula, and in return Britain ceded 

Bengkulen (in Sumatra) to the Netherlands and recognized Dutch 

hegemony in Sumatra.  Britain put its three ports into the Straits 

Settlements in 1826. 



 38 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_shewing_the_British_Dependencies_Malaysia_

Peninsula_and_Singapore_(1888).jpg> 
 

The British Straits Settlements (1826) –                                                         
Penang (1786), Singapore (1819), Melaka (1824)  
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British colonialism accelerated with the Treaty of Pangkor (1874), 

which allowed Britain to place a Resident in Perak.  Later that year, 

Britain put Residents in Selangor and Negeri Sembilan, and in 1888 it 

placed one in Pahang.  Those four states became the Federated Malay 

States in 1896, ruled from Kuala Lumpur.  In 1909, Siam agreed to 

transfer four northern Malay states to Britain, and they (plus Johor) 

became the Unfederated Malay States. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:British_Malaya_circa_1922.PNG> 

 
British Malaya, 1922 – Straits Settlements (Red),                         

Federated Malay States (Yellow), Unfederated Malay States (Blue) 
 

When the three disparate colonial units were amalgamated as the 

Malay Federation in 1948, Britain gave privileges to Malays and 
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alienated many Chinese residents.  The Communist Party of Malaya 

(CPM) rallied Chinese discontent and began a guerrilla war for 

independence.  The colonial government prevailed during the 

Emergency (1948-1960) through overwhelming force (80,000 police 

versus 8,000 guerrillas) and a resettlement strategy that placed CPM 

supporters into New Villages. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Malayan_Emergency_1948-1960_MAL35.jpg> 
 

The Emergency in Malaya (1948-1960), Malayan Chinese Communist 
Rebellion – Malayan Patrol in Temenggor, Northern Malaya  

 
Economic Change in British Malaya (1786-1957).  Under British 

rule, Malaya experienced three phases of economic change – expansion 
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(1786-1870), boom (1870-1929), and adjustment (1929-1957).  Early 

expansion (1786-1870) was based on Malayan participation in the India-

China trade.  Straits products (tin and birds’ nests), to be sold in China, 

were exchanged for Indian textiles.  Tin exports to Britain expanded in 

the mid-19th century. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:KITLV_-_79976_-_Kleingrothe,_C.J._-_Medan_-

_Tin_mines_at_Kampar_in_Ipoh,_Malaysia_-_circa_1910.tif> 
 

Tin Mining in Kampar, Ipoh, Malaya, c. 1910 

In the second period (1870-1929), British Malaya boomed.  British 

technology invigorated the tin industry, and British researchers 
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introduced natural rubber (Hevea brasiliensis) from Brazil.  But Malaya 

underwent severe adjustments during the third phase of British control 

(1929-1957).  The Depression (1930-1939) greatly reduced export 

earnings, the Japanese occupation (1942-1945) was disastrous, and the 

Emergency (1948-1960) put strains on post-war recovery.  

British imperial policies promoted the exploitation of Malaya’s 

natural resources.  Britain introduced stability (security and anti-piracy), 

built infrastructure (ports, railways, and roads), permitted access to 

Malay land (legal system), brought in labor (Chinese, Indian, and 

Indonesian workers), encouraged foreign management (British and 

Chinese entrepreneurs), and improved technology (public research).  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at   
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Image_taken_from_page_101_of_%27Camping_and
_Tramping_in_Malaya_fifteen_years%27_pioneering_in_the_native_states_of_the_Malay_peni

nsula%27_(11294289496).jpg> 
 

Tamil Migrants to Malaya from Tamil Nadu, Southern India – c. 1898 
 

Growth in British Malaya relied on two resource-based exports – 

tin and rubber.  Tin exports first boomed between 1875 and 1900, 

mostly used for tinplate in Britain.  In 1900, Malaya exported 52,000 

tons of tin, half of world output.  Tin exports were key until the 1950s.  

The first rubber boom (1905-1920) reflected American and European 

demand for automobile tires.  In 1920, Malaya exported 202,000 tons of 

rubber, over half of world production.  Rubber was Malaya’s leading 

export until 1980. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rubbertrees_malaysia.jpg> 

 
British Malaya Boomed, 1870-1929 – Rubber Plantation in Malaya 

Political Development in Malaysia (1957-present).  Since 

independence in 1957, the United Malays National Organization 

(UMNO) has dominated Malaysian politics.  UMNO leaders created two 

political coalitions – the Alliance (1951-1970), including UMNO, the 

Malayan Chinese Association (MCA), and the Malayan Indian Congress 

(MIC), and the Barisan Nasional (BN or National Front, 1970-present), 

comprising UMNO plus 12 other parties.  The UNMO-led coalitions 

won at least two-thirds of the 222 seats in the Parliament in all elections 

until that of 2008, when the BN won a simple majority. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:UMNO_(Malaysia).svg> 

 
Flag of the United Malays National Organization (UMNO) 

In 1963, Malaya joined with Sabah, Sarawak, and Singapore to 

form Malaysia, which UMNO expected to dominate.  Fearing ethnic 

conflict and the loss of Malay control, Tunku Abdul Rahman, the 

UMNO leader, expelled Singapore from Malaysia in 1965.  The BN 

embarked on the New Economic Policy (NEP) in 1971 to reduce poverty 

and to increase equity ownership of Malays, while maintaining rapid 

economic growth.  During the two decades of the NEP (1971-1990), 

poverty in Peninsular Malaysia was reduced from 49 to 15 percent and 

the Malay share of equity ownership increased from 2 to 20 percent.  
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NEP policies were continued in the National Development Plan (1991-

2000) and the National Vision Policy (2001-2010). 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tunku_abd_rahman.jpg> 

  
Tunku Abdul Rahman, UMNO – Prime Minister of Malaya (1957-1963) 

and Prime Minister of Malaysia (1963-1970) 
 

Mahathir Mohamad, the Prime Minister from 1981 until 2003, was 

a charismatic doctor who achieved rapid economic growth despite 

numerous financial scandals.  Mahathir had a falling out with his 

Minister of Finance and putative successor, Anwar Ibrahim, during 1998 

and accused Anwar of sodomy.  Anwar was convicted and imprisoned 

after flawed trials, but was exonerated and freed in 2004.  Abdullah 
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Ahmad Badawi (2003-2009) and Najib Razak (2009-2018) of the 

UMNO Party served as Prime Minister after Mahathir.  In 2018, 

Mahathir formed a coalition with Anwar’s support in opposition to 

UMNO and defeated Razak, who in July 2020 was convicted of 

corruption and began serving a 12-year sentence.  Mahathir served again 

as Prime Minister from 2018 to 2020, before retiring at age 95.  He was 

succeeded by Muhyiddin Yassin in February 2020. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mahathir_2019_(cropped).jpg> 

 
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad (1925 –) –                                                                      

Prime Minister of Malaysia (1981-2003 and 2018-2020) 
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Economic Change in Malaysia (1957-present).  In the past six 

decades, Malaysia’s economy transformed rapidly.  In 2019, the level of 

per capita income was $29,620 (45 percent of the US level), after an 

impressive annual rate of growth of 4.5 percent (1957-2019), and the 

incidence of poverty declined to 6 percent.  Life expectancy was 76 

years, and 95 percent of adults were literate.   

Exports ($238 billion in 2019) have driven Malaysia’s rapid 

economic change.  Before independence, agricultural exports were the 

engine of growth.  Malaysian estates and smallholders replanted high-

yielding rubber trees, and rubber was Malaysia’s leading export until 

1980.  Palm oil then replaced rubber.  Malaysia planted high-yielding 

dwarf oil palms and produced 60 percent of world palm oil.  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Oilpalm_malaysia.jpg> 

 
Dwarf Oil Palm Plantation – Sabah, East Malaysia (North Borneo) 

Revenues from mineral and timber exports provided public 

investment funds.  Unsustainable exploitation of tropical hardwoods, 

especially in Sabah and Sarawak, generated 7 percent of export earnings.  

The production of petroleum and liquefied natural gas, mostly offshore 

Terengganu, Sarawak, and Sabah, supplied 40 percent of government 

revenue (mostly federal, since the states receive only 5 percent of oil and 

gas revenue).  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Petronas_Towers,_Kuala_Lumpur_(3323152170).jp

g> 
 

The Petronas Towers, Kuala Lumpur – Icon of Modern Malaysia           
and Tallest  Buildings in the World (1998-2004) 

 
But the key dimension of Malaysia’s successful export-led growth 

has been manufactured exports.  The government set up export-

processing zones to attract foreign investment and technology.  About 60 

percent of the country’s export earnings derive from electronic and 

electrical equipment (especially semiconductors) and information and 

communication technology (ICT) products.  Other significant 
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manufactured exports are textiles and apparel and rubber and metal 

products.  Malaysia has attracted foreign investors because of its 

political stability, sound macroeconomic policy, and sensible tax policy. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Malaysia_Exports_Treemap_2017.svg> 

 
Proportional Representation of Export Earnings in Malaysia in 2017 –
Led by Integrated Circuits, Petroleum Products, Palm Oil, and Rubber  
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In 2019, Malaysia ranked 49th of 186 countries in the World 

Bank’s ranking of per capita incomes, 62nd of 189 countries in the 

United Nation’s Human Development Index, a very impressive 12th of 

190 countries in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index, but a 

disappointing 51st of 198 countries in Transparency International’s 

Corruption Perceptions Index. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
< https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:My-map.png> 

 
The Federation of Malaysia – Malaya, Sarawak, and Sabah 
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Philippines 

Pre-European History.  The original Australo-Melanesian 

population of the Philippines was largely replaced after 1600 BCE by 

the Austronesian expansion of Malayo-Polynesian peoples who still 

inhabit the Philippines today.  Chinese traders have resided in the islands 

from about 1000 CE.  But the principal cultural influences derived from 

Indonesian empires (Srivijaya, Majapahit) that introduced South Asian 

elements such as the Sanskrit-based writing system. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ati_woman.jpg> 

 
Ati (Negrito) Young Woman – Jalibo, Panay, Central Philippines 
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The absence of Buddhist or Hindu adherents indicates limited 

Chinese and Indian cultural influences.  Religion centered on 

polytheistic animist beliefs, with much variation between population 

groups.  There was no religious hierarchy.  Political organization 

comprised extended kinship groups (barangays) led by chiefs (datus) 

and numbering at most a few hundred members.  Social organization 

was based on a status system of three tiers – the datu and nobility, 

freeholders, and a class of dependents including sharecroppers, debt 

peons, and war captives.   

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chronological_dispersal_of_Austronesian_people_a

cross_the_Pacific_(per_Benton_et_al,_2012,_adapted_from_Bellwood,_2011).png> 
 

Expansion of Austronesian (Malayo-Polynesian) Peoples –                  
3000 BCE-1100 CE 
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Through the 15th century, economic activity continued to focus on 

shifting cultivation as well as hunting and fishing.  Islam arrived at the 

end of the 14th century.  The sultanate of Brunei transmitted the new 

religion as well as social and political structures.  However, the Spanish 

came too soon thereafter for Islam to leave a strong imprint on Filipino 

culture and society except in the southern islands of Mindanao and Sulu. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kaum_Purnah_Mosque.JPG> 

 
Islamic Mosque – Isabella City, Basilan, Southern Philippines 

  
Spanish Colonization of the Philippines (1521-1571).  Ferdinand 

Magellan landed in Cebu in March 1521 and claimed the archipelago for 
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Spain.  The native inhabitants killed him shortly thereafter, and several 

subsequent expeditions met similar fates.  In 1543, Ruy Lopez de 

Villalobos named the territory, Filipinas, after Philip II of Spain.  

Permanent Spanish occupation in the region started in 1565 when 

Miguel Lopez de Legazpi established a settlement in Cebu.   

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fuerza_de_San_Pedro.jpg> 

 
Fort San Pedro, Cebu City, Cebu, 1565 –                                                 

First Fort Built by Spanish Colonizers of the Philippines 
 

The Spanish first viewed the Philippines as a stepping-stone to the 

Spice Islands, but the Portuguese and Dutch empires soon negated that 

intention.  The rationale for colonization thereafter hinged on the spread 
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of Christianity, and friars accompanied the soldiers to convert the 

population to Catholicism.  By 1571, the entire country was under 

Spanish control, with the exception of the Muslims of Mindanao and 

Sulu (called Moros by the Spanish) who were never fully controlled 

under the Spanish Empire. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Itinerario_legazpi.jpg> 

 
Route of Miguel Lopez de Legazpi’s Conquest of the Philippines for 

Spain, 1565 
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The Philippines under Spain (1571-1898).  Philip II of Spain was 

singularly committed to the spread of the Catholic faith and to Spanish 

imperialism.  The capture of Manila in 1571 forced the local chief to 

acknowledge the Spaniards’ right to spread Christianity, and the Spanish 

applied the same model to this end as they had in the Americas.  They 

used the encomienda system in which colonists (encomenderos) 

received the right to indigenous land and labor in return for introducing 

the rudiments of Spanish culture and Catholicism to their work force.  

Abuse and neglect by encomenderos led to abandonment of the system 

by the late 17th century. 

 



 60 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Portrait_of_Philip_II_of_Spain_by_Sofonisba_Angui

ssola_-_002b.jpg> 
 

King Philip II of Spain (ruled 1556-1598) –                                       
Portrait by Sofonisba Anguisssola, 1573 

 
The Spanish king appointed a Governor-General to rule the colony, 

whose powers allowed him to dominate the Audiencia (high court), act 

as captain-general of the armed forces, and engage in private commerce.  

The Philippines became the only Southeast Asian country with a 

Christian majority.  The emphasis on religious conversion (along with 

the lucrative galleon trade) and the experience in its South American 

colonies led the Spanish government to require lay Spaniards in the 
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Philippines to remain in the cities.  The Spanish colonial government 

prohibited mining and exploitative plantation agriculture.  

 
Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 

<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Spanish_Empire-World_Map.png> 
 

The Spanish Empire at the Philip II’s Death in 1598 –                            
The Philippines Was the Only Spanish Possession in Asia 

 
Although that orientation shielded the indigenous population from 

the excesses suffered in the Americas, it also limited economic 

development.  Because of Spain’s emphasis on conversion, the Catholic 

Church rivaled the Governor-General in power.  The Church and 

religious orders ran hospitals and schools, owned vast land holdings, and 

the archbishop served as lieutenant governor.  Priests and friars learned 

local languages, were present throughout the countryside, and therefore 
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were vital instruments of Spanish rule, although they could not 

completely suppress animist beliefs and practices.  Yet they left a strong 

impression by promoting village settlement (centered around churches) 

and sedentary farming. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Manila_Cathedral_before_the_1880_earthquake.jpg

> 
Spanish Rulers Spread Catholicism Throughout the Philippines (Except 
in the Islamic South) – The Manila Cathedral in 1880 (Pre-Earthquake) 

 
Manila and the Galleon Trade (1571-1815).  The transfer of the 

Spanish seat of government from Cebu to Manila in 1571 signaled a 

move toward direct trade ties with China, replacing that country’s silk 

trade for the spice trade lost to the Portuguese.  The galleon trade with 
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Acapulco in Mexico ensured Manila’s commercial primacy.  The 

primary exchange was of Chinese silk for Mexican silver, attracting 

Spanish and Chinese merchants to Manila.  By 1576, Chinese merchants 

were frequenting Manila, though seeking out Spanish merchants rather 

than their former local trade partners. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:16th_century_Portuguese_Spanish_trade_routes.png

> 
The Manila Galleon Trade Route (1571-1815), Across the Pacific from 

Manila to Acapulco – Spanish Routes in White, Portuguese in Blue 
 

Merchants from Macao brought Canton silk, cotton clothes, 

porcelain, combs, and jewelry to exchange for silver from the Spanish 

American colonies.  Each year only one galleon convoy departed from 

Manila and Acapulco, yet this trade played an integral role in the 
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Spanish-Philippine economy until the early 19th century.  The galleon 

trade was closely controlled to maximize profits without jeopardizing 

flows of precious metals to Spanish home industries.  The galleon’s 

cargo was divided into shares of a fixed size, which were sold by 

Spanish agents in Manila to shippers.  Most of the capital to finance the 

trade was supplied by the Church, generating returns of 30 to 50 percent. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:GoodsManilaGalleonSanDiego.JPG> 

 
Goods Brought to Acapulco on the Manila Galleon Trade Route – 

Displayed at the San Diego Fort, Acapulco, Mexico 
 

Chinese merchants accepted payments only in silver or gold, so the 

trade transferred large amounts of those metals to Southeast Asia.  The 

Mexican silver dollar became the most popular currency of exchange in 
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the region for nearly three hundred years, starting in the late 16th 

century.  However, the absence of Philippine goods in the galleon trade 

meant that the local economy benefited little from this trade, and 

Chinese traders dominated what little inter-island or local trade did take 

place.  Chinese immigrants also provided craftsmen, laborers, market-

gardeners, and bakers, and filled a variety of productive roles. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Spanish_Galleon_Firing_its_Cannon.jpg> 

 
Spanish Galleon Ship, Firing Its Cannons –                                        
Painting by Cornelis Verbeeck, 16th century 

 
Decline of the Galleon and Rise of Agriculture (1815-1898).  

Waning Spanish power in the Americas eroded the galleon system.  The 
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last galleon arrived in Manila in 1815, and by the mid-1830s foreign 

merchants enjoyed open access to the city.   

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taeping_(clipper,_1863)_-_SLV_H91.325-1033.jpg> 
 

Manila Opened to Foreign Ships in the 1830s –                                 
British Clipper Ship, Taeping, Painting by Allen C. Green, 1925 

 
Agricultural products began to grow in importance at the close of 

the 18th century.  The dissemination of seed, farm implements, and 

spinning machines fostered the cultivation of cash crops such as tobacco, 

indigo, and pepper as well as silk and hemp.  That process contributed to 

economic polarization when the datu and nobility class claimed lands of 
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their retainers, as Western models of private property came to supercede 

traditional systems based on continually shifting usufruct rights.   

Moreover, removal of a ban on Chinese immigration in 1778 gave 

rise to a foreign economic class that further contributed to socio-

economic polarization.  Large coffee, sugar, and hemp haciendas owned 

by Chinese-Filipino mestizos emerged alongside the estates of the 

Church and the Spanish nobility.  The growing class of wealthy mestizos 

began educating their sons in Europe by the 1880s, where they 

cultivated nationalism and a desire for reform. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:La_Insular_Cigar_Factory_Manila.jpg> 

 
La Insular Cigar Factory in Manila, 1890s –                                      

Manila Was Called the Paris of Asia in the 19th century 
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Transfer of the Philippines from Spain to the United States 

(1891-1901).  Those educated young Filipinos organized the Propaganda 

Movement, a flourishing of magazines, poetry, and pamphlets that 

fostered the desire for independence among the less privileged classes.  

In 1892, activists formed the Katipunan movement for independence.  

The discovery in 1896 of Katipunan plans by Spanish clergy 

prematurely initiated the armed struggle for independence.  After the 

outbreak of the Spanish-American war and the U.S. naval victory in 

Manila Bay in 1898, independence forces under Emilio Aguinaldo 

liberated several towns and declared independence on June 12.  A 

government was formed with Aguinaldo as president in January 1899.  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:AguinaldoMP.jpg> 

 
General Emilio Aguinaldo –                                                              

President of the Republic of the Philippines (1899-1901) 
 

However, after American troops secured Manila with the support 

of Filipino forces in August 1898, the US would not let Filipino troops 

enter the city.  Under the terms of the peace settlement between Spain 

and the United States signed on December 10, 1898, Spain ceded the 

Philippines to the US in return for $20 million. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:10000_Miles_From_Tip_to_Tip_1899_Cornell_CUL

_PJM_1133_01.jpg> 
 

Ten Thousand Miles from Tip to Tip, Philadelphia Press, 1899 – 
American Imperialism Stretched from the Philippines to Puerto Rico 

 
Two years of armed conflict between the US military and Filipino 

independence fighters followed, during which American tactics included 

widespread slaughter and collection of the population into concentration 

camps.  In the “pacification” of the Philippines, the US may have caused 

the deaths of as many as one million people, one-seventh of the Filipino 

population.  The conflict ended with the capture of Aguinaldo and his 

appeal to his countrymen to accept American rule in March 1901. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Philippine_Islands_-_1899_political_map.jpg> 

 
The Philippines in 1899 –                                                                          

Map from P. Jose Algue, Atlas of the Philippine Islands, 1900 
 

The Philippines under the United States (1901-1941).  The 

economic relationship between the US and the Philippines was a 

colonial one, involving liberalized trade between the two, while trade 
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between the Philippines and the rest of the world was subject to 

prohibitive restrictions.  The Philippines thus became a supplier to the 

US of cheap sugar, hemp, coconut products, and tobacco and an 

importer from the US of manufactures and processed goods.  The 

Americans made little effort to redress inequalities in incomes and land 

ownership.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sitio_Bobonao,_Dapitan_street.jpg> 

 
Coconut Plantation in Dapitan, Zamboanga Del Norte, Philippines 
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The contradiction between US democratic principles and imperial 

rule over the Philippines led to a period of preparation for independent 

self-government.  Fact-finding missions sent by President McKinley in 

1899 and 1900 both reported that the Filipino people desired 

independence, which led to the creation of a civil government with 

Filipino representation.  Filipinos comprised 49 percent of the civil 

service in 1903, 71 percent in 1913, and 93 percent in 1923.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:University_of_The_Philippines_seal.svg> 

 
Logo of the University of the Philippines --                                         

Founded in 1908, During the First Decade of American Colonial Rule 
 

Growing influence in administrative, legislative, and judicial 

arenas necessarily led to increased influence in executive functions.  The 
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1934 Tydings-McDuffie Act provided for a 10-year period during which 

Filipinos would govern themselves as a commonwealth, based on a self-

drafted constitution approved by the American President, while the US 

would retain responsibility for defense and foreign affairs.  Full 

independence would follow the 10-year period.  A constitution was 

quickly drafted, and the Commonwealth was inaugurated on November 

15, 1935, with Manuel Quezon as president. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Manuel_L._Quezon-TIME-1935.jpg> 

 
Manuel Quezon, Second President of the Philippines (1935-1944) – 

Pictured in 1935 
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World War II, Independence, and the Early Republic (1941-

1965).  Although Japanese aggression in China had prompted efforts to 

increase military preparedness in the Philippines, the attack of December 

8, 1941 came when preparations had only begun.  An Executive 

Commission comprised of members of the Filipino elite began 

cooperating with the Japanese the following January.  Filipino and 

American forces officially surrendered in May 1942.  In September 

1943, the Japanese conquerors declared an independent Philippine 

Republic and appointed a puppet government of Filipinos, headed by 

President José Laurel.   
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Japanese_Empire2.png> 

 
The Militaristic Expansion of Imperial Japan, 1931-1942 

Both pro-US and Communist guerrilla forces resisted the Japanese 

occupation.  The restoration of the Commonwealth followed soon after 

American landings on Leyte in October 1944.  With support from 

General Douglas MacArthur, Manuel Roxas, a leader of pro-US 
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resistance forces, became the first president of the Republic of the 

Philippines on July 4, 1946.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Douglas_MacArthur_lands_Leyte1.jpg> 

  
General Douglas MacArthur Returning to the Philippines, October 1944 

The new country was in no position to contest terms dictated by 

the US upon independence, since the destruction of the war had left it in 

desperate need for aid in rehabilitation.  American conditions included 

an extension of free trade for a further 8 years, followed by 20 years of 

gradually increasing tariffs; 99-year leases on several military and naval 

bases on which the US enjoyed virtual sovereignty; and a constitutional 
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amendment granting American citizens rights equal to those of Filipinos 

in the exploitation of natural resources.  The military presence fueled 

anti-American sentiment.  Subsequent agreements reduced the size and 

number of bases, and they were finally closed in 1992.   

Repression of dissent and electoral fraud in 1949 intensified a 

Communist rebellion (the Hukbalahap or Huk movement), which 

stemmed largely from agrarian dissatisfaction with the skewed 

distribution of land ownership, especially in central Luzon.  The 

rebellion was suppressed by a combination of American military 

assistance and political reform that allowed greater participation of the 

general populace. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hukbalahap_flag.svg 

 
Flag of the Hukbalahap – Communist Guerrilla  Movement, 1942-1954 
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The administrations of Ramon Magsaysay (1953-1957), Carlos 

Garcia (1957-1961), and Diosdado Macapagal (1961-1965) were 

generally characterized by social, political stability, and significant 

economic development based on import-substituting industrialization.  

At the end of that period, the level of income per capita in the 

Philippines remained higher than those of Taiwan and South Korea. 

Dictatorship and Instability – Marcos and Aquino (1965-1992).  

Ferdinand Marcos was elected President in November 1965.  His 

administration inherited a troubled economy characterized by 

corruption, tax evasion, and smuggling.  Nevertheless, four years later 

Marcos became the first Philippine president to win reelection.  In 

September 1972, approaching the end of his eight-year term limit, 

Marcos declared martial law, purportedly on account of increasingly 

violent student demonstrations.  But his first acts included arrests of 

opposition politicians. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:LBJ_meets_with_Ferdinand_Marcos_in_Manila_19

66-10-23.JPG> 
 

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos and Imelda Marcos, His Wife, 
with US President Lyndon B. Johnson, Manila, 1966 

 
In January 1973, Marcos proclaimed a new constitution based on a 

parliamentary model that would allow him to remain in power as 

president and prime minister.  The dictatorial regime stemmed urban 

violent crime and suppressed Communist rebels in some areas, opened 

the country to foreign investment, and launched a land-reform program.  

However, the regime also provoked a separatist movement in the south, 

led by the Moro National Liberation Front, and the Communist 

insurgency spread to new areas.  Increasing political and economic 
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control by the Marcos family fostered increasing disillusionment with 

martial law, as did falling real incomes, the limited impact of land 

reform, and the prevalence of corruption.  In the early 1980s, sharp 

declines in prices for sugar, coconuts, and coconut products battered the 

economy, forcing the government to borrow heavily from the 

international community.   

In 1978, elections took place for an interim National Assembly 

promised in the 1973 constitution.  The results aroused much skepticism, 

because the overwhelming number of seats won by Marcos supporters 

did not reflect the enormous popularity of the opposition leader, Benigno 

Aquino.  In 1980, Aquino went into exile in the United States, and in 

1981 Marcos was elected to a new six-year term.  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:President_Ronald_Reagan_with_President_of_the_P

hilippines_Ferdinand_Marcos_and_Imelda_Marcos.jpg> 
 
Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos (1965-1986, Left) and Imelda 

Marcos with US President Ronald Reagan, Washington, 1982) 
 

Benigno Aquino was assassinated upon his return to Manila in 

1983, strengthening opposition to Marcos.  Marcos was forced to call an 

election in 1985, and a coalition of opposition parties supported 

Aquino’s widow, Corazon.  The revolt that followed declaration of 

Marcos as the winner forced him to flee the country and allowed 

Corazon Aquino to become president.  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Aquino-w960.jpg> 

 
Corazon Aquino – Eleventh President of the Philippines (1986-1992) 

Aquino abolished the 1973 constitution and restored the form of 

government prevailing prior to 1972.  However, an enormous debt 

burden, a weak economy, and growing insurgencies confronted the new 

administration.  Political instability continued, and the coalition that had 

brought Aquino to power splintered.  Aquino survived seven coup 

attempts in six years.  She chose not to run in the election of 1992, when 

her government was plagued by charges of weak leadership, corruption, 

and human rights abuses. 
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Economic Progress and Priorities (1992-present).  Corazon 

Aquino’s successors, Fidel Ramos (1992-1998), Joseph Estrada (1998-

2001), Gloria Macapagal Arroyo (2001-2010), Benigno Aquino III 

(2010-2016), and Rodrigo Duterte (2016-present), initiated economic 

reforms to restore foreign investor confidence, reduce corruption, and 

shift from inward-looking import-substituting industrialization to export-

oriented growth strategies.  The shift in growth strategy enabled the 

country to focus on labor-intensive activities, improve functioning of 

labor markets, and reduce expensive government support for inefficient, 

capital-intensive industries. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Duterte_and_Aquino_June_2016.jpg> 

 
Rodrigo Duterte (Left), President of the Philippines (2016-present) and 

Benigno Aquino III President of the Philippines (2010-2016) – 
Inauguration Day, June 30, 2016 

 
Those economic policy changes have borne fruit.  But the 

Philippines still lags far behind the other Asian Tigers.  In 2019, income 

per capita in the Philippines (adjusted for price differences) was $9,302, 

only 14 percent of that in the United States.  In that same year, the 

Philippines ranked 114th of 186 countries in the World Bank’s ranking 

of per capita incomes, 107th of 189 countries in the United Nation’s 

Human Development Index, a disappointing 95th of 190 countries in the 
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World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index, and only 113th of 198 

countries in Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index.  

Life expectancy in the Philippines was just 71 years, and the rate of 

adult literacy was an admirable 98 percent.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Philippines_Exports_Treemap_2017.svg> 

 
Proportional Representation of Philippines’ Export Earnings in 2017 – 

Integrated Circuits and Computers Account For Over Half 
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Several challenges face the country’s policy makers, including 

continuing trade liberalization, promoting domestic competition, and 

strengthening the standards of governance.  These priorities are 

becoming more urgent as investors express concern over widening 

budget deficits, heavy-handed cronyism within government, and 

renewed violence in the south. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ph_regions_and_provinces.svg> 

 
Contemporary Philippines 
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Singapore  

Early Singapore and British Colonization (14th-early 19th 

centuries).  Malay farmers probably lived in (contemporary) Singapore 

for centuries before Europeans visited the island.  The earliest record of 

commercial activity on the island is a 14th century reference to the 

trading port of Temasek, linked with Palembang in southern Sumatra.  

Beginning in the 15th century, the island was referred to as Singapura or 

“Lion City”.  In the early 19th century, probably 500-1,000 Malay 

farmers lived on Singapore, and control over the island was disputed 

between the neighboring sultanates of Johore (on southern Malay 

Peninsula) and Riau (in nearby northern Sumatra).  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Image_taken_from_page_134_of_%27A_Historical_

Geography_of_the_British_Colonies_(of_the_British_Empire)%27_(15967972314).jpg> 
 

Singapore Island in the Early 19th century 

In 1819, Thomas Stamford Raffles negotiated a treaty with the 

Sultan of Johore, ceding the island of Singapore to the English East 

India Company.  Raffles, the former British governor of the Dutch East 

Indies, opposed the Dutch decision to ban British traders from all ports 

in the Dutch East Indies except Batavia.  In retaliation, he wanted the 
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British to build a port on Singapore Island, in which the English East 

India Company would have monopoly trading rights.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:George_Francis_Joseph_-

_Sir_Thomas_Stamford_Bingley_Raffles.jpg> 
 

Thomas Stamford Raffles, Negotiated British Ownership of Singapore – 
Portrait by George Francis Joseph, 1817  

 
In 1824, the Treaty of London settled the ensuing dispute over 

British rights to Singapore.  The Netherlands recognized British 

ownership of Singapore, ceded the port of Malacca to Britain, and 

acknowledged British hegemony in the Malay Peninsula, and in return 

Britain ceded Benkulen (in southwestern Sumatra) to the Dutch and 

recognized Dutch hegemony in Sumatra. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Front_gate_of_Fort_Marlborough,_Bengkulu_2015-

04-19_02.jpg> 
 

Former British Fort Marlborough, Benkulen, Sumatra –                                             
Britain Traded Benkulen to the Netherlands for Singapore Island  

 
Colonial Singapore as an Entrepôt (1824-1941).  Singapore, 

Malacca, and Penang, key ports on the Malay Peninsula, made up the 

Straits Settlements.  The British governed this colony from Calcutta until 

1867, when it became a Crown Colony under direct rule from London.  

In the first half of the 19th century, Britain’s main interest was to protect 

its lucrative India-China trade through the Straits of Malacca.   

At the outset, Raffles insisted that Singapore be a free port without 

import or export taxes.  Singapore enjoyed protection by the British 
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navy, the world’s strongest in the 19th century.  Britain set up the port of 

Singapore to provide entrepôt services, including trading, warehousing, 

insurance, finance, and light processing, principally for the China-India 

trade.  However, Singapore quickly attracted regional trade in export 

commodities such as pepper. 

 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:China_unknown_artist_c_1850_-

_painting_of_Singapore_oil_on_canvas_IMG_9419_Museum_of_Asian_Civilisation.jpg> 
 

Singapore in the Mid-19th century –                                               
Chinese Painting, c. 1850, Asian Civilizations Museum, Singapore 

 
The thriving entrepôt expanded its focus in the second half of the 

19th century as trading conditions changed.  The opening of the Suez 

Canal in 1869 greatly shortened the Europe-Asia trade route, attracting 
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even greater traffic through the Strait of Malacca.  The shift from sailing 

ships (clippers) to steam ships, begun in the 1840s, accelerated with the 

opening of the Suez Canal, and Singapore became an important coaling 

station.  As Britain intensified colonial rule in Malaya, Singapore 

increased its processing and exporting of tin (from the 1840s) and rubber 

(from the early 20th century).  When oil production began in Southeast 

Asia in the early 20th century, Singapore grew as a service and shipping 

center for the petroleum industry. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:British_Malaya_circa_1922.PNG> 

                    
Colonial Singapore as a British Entrepôt in Southeast Asia –            

British Malaya (Gold and Blue) and the Straits Settlements (Red), 1922 
 

Hardships and Implications of World War II (1941-1945).  The 

Great Depression of the 1930s hit Singapore particularly hard because 

the island colony depended on processing and trade, particularly of 
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primary commodities, such as tin and rubber, whose prices fell 

enormously.  Japan bombed Singapore in December 1941 during its 

orchestrated invasion of several key Asian sites and attack on Pearl 

Harbor.  The Japanese war effort especially needed tin and rubber from 

Malaya and petroleum from the Dutch East Indies.  On December 8, 

1941, the Japanese army invaded northern Malaya and southern 

Thailand with the aim of taking over the entire peninsula, Singapore, and 

then Indonesia.  The British, anticipating an invasion from the south, had 

constructed a large naval base that was of little use in defending 

Singapore against the actual land-based invasion from the north.  In 

early February 1942, Japan captured Singapore, renamed the island 

Syonan, “Light of the South,” and made it the capital of the southern 

region of the “Greater East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere.”   

Japan planned to establish a permanent colony in Singapore.  To 

revive the Singaporean economy, the Japanese rulers needed the 

cooperation of the island’s Chinese people.  But the Japanese military 

government brutalized the Singaporeans, imprisoning many (including 

most of the British) and placing others into forced labor gangs.  
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Singaporean Chinese communists led the resistance to the hated 

Japanese.  When Singapore was liberated in 1945, those communists 

became heroes and popularized radical, left-wing political movements. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Greater_Japanese_empire.png> 

 
The Japanese Empire At Its Peak in 1942-1943 –                                

Japan Occupied Singapore and Southeast Asia, 1942-1945 
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Transition to Independence (1945-1961).  After the war, Great 

Britain attempted to reassert its rule, but the depression and the Japanese 

occupation had greatly changed Singapore.  A polyglot radical 

movement comprised students and organized labor and communists, 

socialists, and nationalists.  The nationalists focused on independence 

from Great Britain, whereas communists and socialists wanted both 

freedom and socio-economic reform.  Their role in resisting the Japanese 

occupation made ethnic Chinese communists from both Malaya and 

Singapore prominent members of this radical movement. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Police_in_Malayan_Emergency.jpg> 

 
The Malayan Emergency (1948-1960) Influenced Politics in Singapore – 

British Malayan Forces Questioning a Suspected Guerrilla 
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In the Malayan Emergency (1948-1960), Britain defeated Chinese 

communist guerillas through persistence, military skill, political 

maneuvering, and land reform.  In the process, the British agreed to 

special treatment for Malays in Malaya and crippled the far left in both 

Malaya and Singapore, banning the communists from active political 

involvement.  The independence movement was accelerated as the 

British sought local allies to suppress the communist revolt.  In 1955, 

Labor Front leader David Marshall, a Singaporean leftist, won 

Singapore’s first election.  Britain offered self-government in 1959.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:DMarshall.jpg> 

 
David Marshall – First Chief Minister of Singapore (1955-1956) 
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Lee Kuan Yew, a middle class, Straits Chinese lawyer who was 

educated in Cambridge, led his party, the People’s Action Party (PAP), 

to overwhelming victory in the 1959 election.  The PAP was a radical 

party with a socialist platform that co-opted many of the communists in 

Singapore.  The PAP’s victory led most moderates in Singapore to 

expect the worst.  But Lee Kuan Yew shifted the PAP to the center-right 

so that the party could modernize Singapore and dominate its future. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mr._Lee_Kuan_Yew_Mayoral_reception_1965_(cro

pped).jpg> 
 
Lee Kuan Yew (1923-2015), Prime Minister of  Singapore (1959-1990) – 

Pictured in 1965 
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Into and Out of Malaysia (1961-1965).  Leaders in both colonies 

and in Britain hoped that federation in a wider political unit would 

contain communist influence.  In Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew and his 

People’s Action Party (PAP) favored membership in a Malaysian 

federation to guarantee economic links with the Malay Peninsula.  They 

also hoped that an anti-communist coalition government in Kuala 

Lumpur would help control communist elements within PAP.  Tunku 

Abdul Rahman, the leader of the Malayan government, favored a 

program of preferential economic opportunity for Malays and feared a 

communist takeover in Singapore.  Despite conflicting political power 

bases and objectives, Lee and Rahman formed the Federation of 

Malaysia in 1963.  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tunku_abd_rahman.jpg> 

  
Tunku Abdul Rahman, Prime Minister of Malaya (1957-1963) and of 

Malaysia (1963-1970) – Lee Kuan Yew’s Ally Turned Adversary 
 

Both also supported the inclusion of two former British colonies in 

northern Borneo, Sarawak and Sabah.  Lee’s PAP party began to 

campaign aggressively in Malaya, breaking what Rahman thought was 

an understanding of non-interference.  Conflict and distrust mounted 

throughout the new federation.  In 1965, Rahman suddenly expelled 

Singapore from Malaysia.  The conservative Malayan leadership feared 

that Lee’s PAP might garner enough political support from Chinese 

voters in Malaya and from non-Malays in Sarawak and Sabah to take 
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control and dismantle the special privileges for Malays.  Independent 

Singapore was quickly recognized by Great Britain, the United States, 

and other western countries and soon joined the United Nations.  But the 

new country faced an uncertain economic future because it could not 

continue as an entrepôt for Malayan exports. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Malaysia_states_named.png> 

 
The Federation of Malaysia (Malaya, Sarawak, and Sabah) –              

After the Expulsion of Singapore in 1965 
 

Growth Sectors in Independent Singapore’s Economy.  In the 

turbulent fifteen years before full independence in 1965, Singapore’s 

economy grew by less than 2 percent per year.  Singapore’s leaders 

focused instead on political concerns – radicals, independence, and 

Malaysia.  After independence, Lee Kuan Yew charted a new course for 
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the economy.  Singapore would become a center for export 

manufacturing and for regional services to foreign firms.  To implement 

that strategy, Singapore relied on private direct foreign investment.  A 

number of sectors contributed to the extraordinary growth of the 

Singaporean economy.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lee_Kuan_Yew.jpg> 

 
Lee Kuan Yew (1923-2015), Prime Minister of Singapore (1959-1990) –

Leader of Singapore’s Rapid Economic Growth, Pictured in 2002 
 

Singapore became one of the first locations for the manufacture of 

“platform exports,” the offshore assembly of product parts, especially in 

the electronics and electrical industries, which are re-exported to home 
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countries for final manufacture and distribution.  As incomes and wage 

costs rose, Singapore became the regional headquarters for companies 

that outsourced assembly operations to lower wage countries in 

Southeast Asia.  Singapore thus grew as a regional center for 

multinational corporations, especially American and Japanese firms.  It 

attracted foreign and domestic investment in a wide range of integrated 

service activities – banking, insurance, legal services, data processing, 

and accounting.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Singapore_financial_district.jpg> 

 
Singapore’s Financial District, 2015 
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Singapore had been a distribution point for petroleum products 

since the early 20th century.  After independence, the country branched 

out to petroleum refining and manufacture of petrochemicals, becoming 

the swing supplier of petroleum products in the Asia-Pacific region.  

Singapore also expanded its container port, fueling, and ship repair 

facilities. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Singapore_Port_viewed_from_The_Pinnacle@Duxto

n_06.jpg> 
 

One of Singapore’s Ports (The Pinnacle@Duxton) –            
Singapore Is the World’s Busiest Port (In Tonnage)  

 
Accommodating Changes in the Global Economy.  Twice since 

independence Singapore had to adjust to unexpected shocks but 
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benefited from changes in the global economy that eased the adjustment.  

The first fortuitous global development occurred after separation from 

Malaysia in 1965.  Singapore’s new growth strategy relied on private 

foreign investors for capital, technology, and markets.  At that time, 

multinational corporations (MNCs), especially from the United States 

and Japan, began to seek overseas “export platforms” where cheap 

foreign labor could assemble their product components.  That pattern 

was most prominent in the rapidly expanding electronics industry.  

Recently over one-fourth of Singapore’s national income has derived 

from electronics manufacturing, especially computer disk drives, 

peripherals, semiconductors, and audiovisual equipment. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Singapore_University_of_Technology_and_Design_-

_20150602-06.jpg> 
 

Singapore University of Technology and Design – Founded in 2009 

The second economic shock happened in the mid-1980s, when 

Singapore experienced its first post-independence downturn in national 

income.  At that time, many MNCs decided to decentralize their 

operations by establishing regional centers for administration, research, 

and services.  Singapore’s established position and excellent 

telecommunications made it a popular choice as regional headquarters 

for operations in Southeast Asia.  Singapore continued to benefit after 

firms began to outsource their assembly operations to other regional 
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countries with lower labor costs.  Two other trends in the global 

economy underpinned Singapore’s development strategy.  One was the 

steady growth of international trade in the post-war period and, 

especially, the rapid expansion of the use of containers in shipping.  The 

other was the fast economic growth of East and Southeast Asia. 

Establishment of Political Stability in Singapore.  Foreign investors 

would choose to set up export assembly platforms and regional centers 

in Singapore only if they were confident that law and order would be 

maintained and that favorable economic policies would be continued.  

Lee Kuan Yew first established very firm political control.  The PAP 

demolished its political opposition, the Barisan Socialis (Socialist Front) 

Party, and Singapore became a virtual one-party state.  After 

Singapore’s departure from Malaysia, Lee solidified control of the PAP 

and eliminated radical and communist influence within the party.  Since 

the late 1960s, PAP has combined policies to support capitalism for 

domestic and foreign firms with social welfare for Singapore’s people. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 

<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:PAP_logo_variation.svg> 
 

Logo of the People’s Action Party, Singapore 

The PAP took over control of the National Trades Union Congress 

(NTUC) and made wage policy involve the government, the NTUC, and 

the private sector.  Lee’s government also upgraded the status and 

quality of the civil service, by offering salaries and benefits competitive 

with those of the private sector and by making it easy for civil servants 

to move into politics or the private sector.  The PAP government also 

co-opted the military by forming a citizen army and raising defense 

expenditures.  Singapore has constructed good quality, public housing 
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for three-fourths of its citizens, developed a high quality health care 

system, instituted a complete program of public education for all 

residents, and expanded the British colonial pension plan (Central 

Provident Fund) to ensure a high level of saving for retirement. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bishan_HDB.JPG> 

 
Government Housing Project –                                                              

HDB Residences, Bishan New Town, Singapore 
 

Creation of Enabling Economic Environment in Singapore.  In 

addition to political stability, private investors have benefited from an 

enabling economic policy environment in Singapore.  The government 

has maintained stable macroeconomic policies, ensuring a low rate of 

inflation and a stable exchange rate.  The Singaporean government has 
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used its public investment funds effectively to create modern, high 

quality transportation facilities (roads, ports, and airports, including 

Changi International Airport), telecommunications systems, schools, and 

hospitals and public health facilities.  That public infrastructure has 

reduced costs for firms operating in the country and has created 

favorable living conditions for residents and expatriates.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:NS1_EW24_Jurong_East_MRT_exterior_20200918_

173458_cropped.jpg> 
 

Transportation Infrastructure in Singapore – A World Leader 

The government has also enacted tax policies that attract 

investment, it has nurtured a strong legal system, and it does not 

interfere in the free movement of funds and personnel into and out of the 

country.  The PAP government established the Economic Development 
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Board (EDB) in 1961 to provide special incentives to attract investors 

and to induce existing firms to expand their operations.  The EDB has 

wide discretion in deciding which package of incentives (subsidies, tax 

holidays, access to industrial parks) to offer to prospective investors, it is 

very well funded and thus can take equity positions in investment 

projects, it has established a wide-ranging network of information on 

multinational corporations and industrial technologies, and its role in the 

government ensures that its decisions are rarely overturned. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
< https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:EDB_logo.jpg> 

 
Economic Development Board (EDB) – Promotes Foreign Investment 

Challenges to Maintaining Singaporean Growth.  For 30 years 

after Singapore became independent in 1965, its per capita income 

(price-adjusted) doubled every decade.  Between 1990 and 2019, income 
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per person (measured by the World Bank at Purchasing Power Parity in 

constant 2917 dollars) grew at an average annual rate of 3.4 percent.  In 

2019, income per capita in Singapore was $101,649, 56 percent higher 

than that in the United States.  In that same year, Singapore ranked a 

remarkable 2nd of 186 countries in the World Bank’s ranking of per 

capita incomes, 11th of 189 countries in the United Nation’s Human 

Development Index, 2nd of 190 countries in the World Bank’s Ease of 

Doing Business Index, and 4th of 198 countries in Transparency 

International’s Corruption Perceptions Index.  Life expectancy in 

Singapore was 83 years, 4 years longer than that in the United States, 

and the rate of adult literacy was 97 percent.  Singapore’s levels of 

socio-economic development are envied throughout the world.  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Singapore_Exports_Treemap_2017.svg> 

 
Proportional Representation of Singapore’s Export Earnings in 2017 -- 

Integrated Circuits, Pharmaceuticals, and Lab Equipment Dominate 
 

To continue rapid economic growth, the country needs to maintain 

political stability, policy continuity, and a clean environment.  Analysts 

of Singapore’s performance cite two areas in which the government 
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could improve.  One is to reduce government intrusion in the lives of 

citizens by lessening the rules that attempt to govern human behavior.  

The second is to attract more global firms at the cutting edge of 

information technology to carry out more research and development in 

Singapore.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lee_Hsien_Loong_June_2018.JPG> 

 
Lee Hsien-Loong (1952 –), Third Prime Minister of Singapore (2004-

present) – Oldest Son of Lee Kuan Yew, Pictured in 2018 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CIA_World_Factbook_map_of_Singapore_(English)

.gif> 
 

Contemporary Singapore 
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Taiwan  

Austronesian Settlement.  Twenty-four million people live in 

Taiwan today.  Nearly 98 percent are Han Chinese whose ancestors 

migrated from China, mostly in the past four centuries.  About 575,000 

Austronesian-speaking aborigines constitute a small but vocal minority.  

Although they refer to themselves as aborigines, the Austronesian 

speakers are not descendants of the first inhabitants of Taiwan.   

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at  
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Indigenous_group_dancers_at_Amis_Music_Festival

_2016_IMF0936.jpg> 
 

Amis (Austronesians) in Traditional Dance Costume –                     
Dulan Village, Taitung County, Taiwan 
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The first people to settle Taiwan were hunters-gatherers, probably 

the ancestors of the Melanesian peoples who spread from southern 

China and Taiwan through Southeast Asia to New Guinea and Australia 

more than 40,000 years ago.  Clear evidence exists of Austronesian 

settlement in Taiwan for at least five millennia, and some scholars 

believe that the Austronesians have lived on the island for as long as 

15,000 years.  Three of the four subfamilies of the Austronesian 

language family are spoken only in Taiwan.  The fourth, Malayo-

Polynesian, comprises 945 of the 959 Austronesian languages and has 

spread from Taiwan to Indonesia, Madagascar, and Hawaii.   
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Austronesia_with_hypothetical_greatest_expansion_

extent_(Blench,_2009)_01.png> 
  

Migrations of the Austronesian-speaking Peoples from Taiwan 

The Austronesians most likely came to Taiwan from southern 

coastal China with a diverse cultural package consisting of rice and 

millet cultivation, fishing, domestication of chickens, pigs, and dogs, red 

pottery, and stone tools.  Because their agricultural techniques were 

superior to the subsistence strategies of the hunters-gatherers, the 

Austronesians replaced and absorbed those earlier inhabitants of Taiwan 

(as they did in much of Southeast Asia).  In the early 17th century, about 
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70,000 Austronesians lived in Taiwan.  In 1984, the leaders of Taiwan’s 

Austronesian people formed the Alliance of Taiwan Aborigines to lobby 

for self-government, aboriginal land rights, and political representation. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pestle_Music_Theater_02.jpg> 

 
Young Indigenous (Austronesian) Taiwanese Woman –                       

Playing a Traditional Musical Instrument 
 

Dutch, Spanish, and Cheng Colonization (1620-1683).  The 

autonomy of the Austronesian settlers in Taiwan ended in 1620.  

Representatives of the Dutch East India Company, which began 

operating in Indonesia in 1602, hoped to create a trading network linking 
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China and Japan through Taiwan with Southeast Asia, India, and 

Europe.  The Dutch presence was concentrated in southwestern Taiwan.  

To provide foci for trade and defense, the Company built two forts – a 

stone castle at Fort Zeelandia, and a brick fort at Fort Provintia (Tainan). 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fort_Zeelandia01.jpg> 

 
Fort Zeelandia, Anping, Southwestern Taiwan – Constructed by the 

Dutch East India Company, 1624-1634 
 

The Dutch colonists promoted rice agriculture by bringing in Han 

Chinese settlers from Fukien province of southern China.  They also 

introduced the cultivation of sugar cane in Taiwan and exported brown 

sugar to Japan.  By far the most important trade items were products 
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from deer hunting – meat sent dried or salted to China, and hides 

exported to Japan.  For three decades between 1630 and 1660, Taiwan 

exported an annual average of 60,000 deer hides.   

The Spanish monarchy established two settlements in northwestern 

Taiwan – at Keelung in 1626 and at Tam-sui in 1629.  Spain’s motives 

were to increase trade, protect the northern flank of their valuable colony 

in the Philippines, and set up a base for Catholic missionaries in China.  

Aboriginal resistance limited the Spanish presence, however, and the 

Dutch had little trouble expelling Spain in 1642.  
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dutch_and_Spanish_Taiwan.png> 

 
Taiwan in the 17th century – Areas Controlled by the Dutch, 1624-1662 

(Magenta) and the Spanish, 1626-1642 (Green) 
 

A Ming loyalist, Cheng Ch’eng-Kung (Koxinga), drove the Dutch 

out in 1662 and ran Taiwan for two decades until the Qing Dynasty took 

control of the island in 1683.  The Cheng family’s colonization, like 

Dutch rule, focused on exports of deer hides and sugar to Japan and on 
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settlement of Fukienese Chinese in the southern plains.  Under Cheng 

rule, 37 new settler villages were set up near Tainan. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Portrait_of_Koxinga.jpg> 

 
Koxinga, Ming Ruler of Taiwan (1662-1683), Defeated by Qing Army 

(1683) – National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan 
 

Qing Rule (1683-1895).  The Manchu-led Qing government 

defeated the Cheng family’s army in 1683 and then was uncertain about 

what to do with Taiwan.  They attempted to sell the island to the Dutch, 

but the Dutch were no longer interested.  Eventually they decided to 
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keep Taiwan, largely to prevent dissident Chinese or foreign interests 

from using it as a base for anti-Qing activities.   

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
< https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Qing_Dynasty_1820.png> 

 
Qing China,1644-1911 

Between 1780 and 1860, Taiwan enjoyed a period of modest 

expansion due mainly to the in-migration of Han Chinese from Fukien 

and Guangdong provinces.  More than a million Chinese moved 

permanently to Taiwan, and by the mid-19th century those recent 
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migrants constituted two-thirds of the island’s population.  Most farmed 

rice or sugar cane, which was exported to mainland China, Japan, and 

Southeast Asia.   

Qing officials had protected the land rights of the aboriginal 

minority, but Chinese merchants and landlords evaded the restrictions.  

Chinese entrepreneurs invested in irrigation systems, greatly expanded 

the land under cultivation, and gradually evolved a system of 

landlordism and tenancy in which much of the land was leased from 

aboriginal owners and most of the tenants were Chinese peasants.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taiwanese_Aborigine_leopard_fur_by_Torii_n7550.j

pg> 
 

Indigenous Taiwanese (Rukai), Pictured c. 1900 – Indigenous Peoples 
Lost Their Land to Chinese Entrepreneurs in the 19th century 
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In 1860, the Western countries forced the Qing government to 

open several “treaty ports,” including two in Taiwan, and to grant 

trading and extra-territorial privileges.  Under that threat, the Qing 

government belatedly introduced innovations in Taiwan – railroads, 

steamship lines, and telegraphic connections with the mainland.  

Between 1860 and 1895, Taiwan experienced an export boom, led first 

by sugar and later by tea (especially, the Formosa oolong variety) and 

camphor (for making medicines and gunpowder).  But international 

events soon caused the Qing government to lose Taiwan. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1896_map_of_Taiwan.png> 

 
Reverend William Campbell’s Map of Taiwan (Formosa) in 1896 

 
Japanese Colonization (1895-1945).  Following Japan’s military 

victory over China, in the Treaty of Shimonoseki (1895) the Qing 

government ceded Taiwan and the Liaodong Peninsula in Manchuria to 

Japan.  Japanese Prime Minister Ito Hirobumi had devised a “southern 

strategy” in which Taiwan would protect Japan’s southern flank and 
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become a staging point for future expansion southward.  Japan also 

desired to join Western imperialistic countries in the race for control of 

overseas markets and natural resources. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:First_Chinese_Japanese_war_map_of_battles.jpg> 

 
The Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) – Japan Defeated China and 

Gained Control of Taiwan and the Independence of Korea 
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Japanese rule in its new Taiwanese colony was a blend of strong-

armed political repression and government-guided economic expansion.  

Japan’s strategy was to develop its colonial economies as rapidly as 

possible so that resources and military materiel could be transferred by 

the center for use with maximum advantage.  The Japanese government 

invested public funds in infrastructure and gave generous incentives to 

Japanese corporations to invest in Taiwan (and Korea and Manchuria).  

Under Japanese rule, Taiwan thus experienced a massive expansion of 

roads, railways, harbors, irrigation systems, communications networks, 

hydro-electric power stations, the banking system, public health 

facilities, literacy programs, technical training, and village cooperatives.  

Income grew rapidly, although much was transferred to Japan. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_No.188_steam_locomotive_of_Imperial_Taiwan

_Railway.jpg> 
 

Steam Locomotive of the Imperial Taiwan Railway –                    
Constructed and Owned by the Government of Japan 

 
In the half-century of Japanese colonial rule, Taiwan’s economy 

progressed through three stages:  (1895-1925) – agricultural, producing 

rice and sugar; (1925-1935) – light industrial, processing food with basic 

technology; and (1935-1945) – heavy industrial, producing 

manufactures with modern technology.  Much of that productive 

capacity was damaged or destroyed when the Allies bombed Taiwan at 

regular intervals during World War II. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Japanese_Empire2.png> 

 
Japan’s Conquered Territories, 1895-1945 

 
Politics in Modern Taiwan.  After the Allied victory over Japan 

ended World War II in August 1945, Taiwan reverted back to China.  

Taiwan had a more developed economy and a better-educated work 

force than mainland China had, and many Taiwanese leaders wanted 

self-rule within China.  The Nationalists, however, imposed one-party 
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rule buttressed by martial law, strict censorship, and suppression of 

dissent.  In the wake of the Chinese Communist victory in 1949, 1.5 

million mainlanders emigrated to Taiwan with the hope of reuniting 

China under their rule.  For four decades, the Nationalist Party enforced 

political stability in Taiwan (which they called the Republic of China). 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chiang_Kai-shek.jpg> 

 
Chiang Kai-shek, Governed Taiwan, 1949-1975 – Pictured in 1945 

Between 1949 and 1975, Chiang Kai-shek imposed military rule 

with a government composed mostly of mainlanders.  Chiang Ching-kuo 

succeeded his father as head of government and ruled until he died in 
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1988.  Chiang Ching-kuo combined a velvet glove – in 1986, he ended 

martial law, permitted opposition parties, and limited censorship – with 

an iron fist, often cracking down hard on political opposition. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ChiangChingkuo_photo.jpg> 

 
Chiang Ching-kuo, President of Taiwan, 1975-1988 

In 1988, Lee Teng-hui, a Nationalist, Taiwanese, Presbyterian, and 

agricultural economist, assumed the presidency.  Lee reduced the size of 

the National Assembly, opened the political system to full democracy, 

supervised changes in Taiwan’s economic structure, and was re-elected 

in 1992 and 1996. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%E7%B8%BD%E7%B5%B1%E6%9D%8E%E7%9
9%BB%E8%BC%9D%E5%85%88%E7%94%9F%E7%8E%89%E7%85%A7_(%E5%9C%8B%

E6%B0%91%E5%A4%A7%E6%9C%83%E5%AF%A6%E9%8C%84).jpg> 
 

Lee Teng-hui –                                                                              
Agricultural Economist and President of Taiwan, 1988-2000 

 
In 2000, Chen Shui-bian, the candidate of the independence-

minded Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), won a tightly-contested 

presidential election, and Chen was narrowly re-elected in 2004.  Ma 

Ying-jeou of the KMT, promising improved relations with the People’s 

Republic of China, easily defeated Chen in the March 2008 election, and 

the KMT also won 81 of the 113 legislative seats.  Ma was re-elected in 

2012.  Tsai Ing-wen of the Democratic Progressive Party, the country’s 



 137 

first female leader, was elected President in 2016 and re-elected in 2020 

with 57 percent of the vote. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%E8%94%A1%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AE
%98%E6%96%B9%E5%85%83%E9%A6%96%E8%82%96%E5%83%8F%E7%85%A7.png> 

 
Tsai Ing-wen, President of Taiwan (2016 –) –                                  

Taiwan’s First Woman Leader   
 

Agricultural Development and Import Substitution.  Land reform 

was a central feature of Taiwan’s extraordinary economic success in the 

post-World War II period.  Between 1949 and 1953, the Nationalist 

government rode roughshod over local landlords’ opposition and 

reduced land rents, sold the public land that they had received from 
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Japanese interests after retrocession, and redistributed private land that 

was purchased with government bonds and shares in state-owned 

enterprises and sold to small-scale farmers at subsidized prices.  The 

portion of land farmed by owner-operators doubled to two-thirds, and 

the share of farm families in tenancy dropped to only a tenth. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hualien_Taiwan_Farmer-with-his-water-buffalo-

01.jpg> 
 
Farmer in Hualien, Taiwan, Taking His Water-buffalo to His Rice Farm 

– Benefited from Massive Land Reform 
 

The Sino-American Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction 

(JCRR) introduced new technical packages of improved seeds, 

fertilizers, pesticides, better farming practices, rural credit, and irrigation 



 139 

facilities.  The massive land reform thus was followed by impressive 

improvements in agricultural productivity and rapid growth of 

agricultural income.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vegetable_Farming_Park,_Nangan,_Matsu,_Taiwan

.JPG> 
 

Vegetable Farming in Nangan, Matsu, Taiwan 

During their first decade in power (1949-1960), the Nationalists 

implemented a policy of import-substituting industrialization.  They 

enacted high tariffs, averaging 45 percent, on labor-intensive 

manufactures, such as textiles, bicycles, and cement, to protect them 

from inexpensive imports (mostly from Japan).  The U.S. granted 

significant amounts of complementary foreign aid, $100 million per year 
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between 1951 and 1965, focused on improving Taiwanese agriculture, 

infrastructure, and human resources.  Because Taiwan was considered an 

essential Cold War ally, the American government aided Taiwanese 

economic development in the 1950s by providing public funds and 

technical assistance for development planning and implementation, 

encouraging U.S. multinational corporations to invest in Taiwan and 

transfer technologies there, and offering relatively open market access to 

Taiwanese exports to the United States. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taiwan_Regions_Map.png> 

 
Modern Taiwan’s Roads – Expanded with US Assistance 

Export of Labor-intensive Manufactures.  In 1959, American 

technical advisors urged Taiwanese policy makers to shift their labor-

intensive industrial strategy from import-substitution to export-

promotion.  The government then introduced policy reforms to unify the 

exchange rate, limit controls on foreign exchange flows, reduce 
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industrial tariffs, improve the structure of the banking system, create a 

stock market trading shares of local firms, and build infrastructure to 

improve transportation facilities (roads, airports, ports, and railroads), 

the electricity grid, and industrial parks.  The government also 

introduced foreign investment incentives – tax holidays, low business 

tax rates, guaranteed repatriation of funds, and access to industrial parks. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Guishan_Industrial_Park,_Taouan_City,_Taiwan_-

_panoramio.jpg> 
 

Taiwanese Government Invested in Industrial Parks –                      
Guishan Industrial Park, Taouan city, Taiwan 

 
The Taiwanese industrial sector then became an amalgam in 

gradual transition.  Taiwan had followed a Japanese strategy of using 
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government subsidies (directly or by providing cheap inputs from state-

owned firms) and extensive training programs to help domestic firms 

make the transition from producing labor-intensive products for the 

home market to making higher-technology products for export.  In the 

1960s, many foreign electronics firms (RCA, Zenith, Matsushita, NEC) 

set up large assembly facilities in Taiwan’s cities.  But in the 1980s, 

numerous small-scale, specialist Taiwanese electronics firms joined 

those foreign giants.   

A few Taiwanese firms became world leaders – Acer in computers, 

Formosa Plastics in polyvinyl chloride, and Evergreen in container 

shipping.  Taiwan now has one of the most even distributions of income 

in the world because of its earlier land reform, universal public 

education, and the widely dispersed location and high labor-intensity of 

its numerous, small-scale manufacturing firms. 
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Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TSMC_Fab5.JPG> 

 
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, Hsinchu Science Park, 

Taiwan – The World’s Most Valuable Semiconductor Company 
 

Export of High-technology Manufactures.  Taiwan shifted its 

industrial strategy a second time in the mid-1980s.  The combination of 

rising real wages, a forty-percent appreciation of its exchange rate 

against the US dollar, and increasing competition from other emerging 

economies forced Taiwan to switch from labor-intensive to high-

technology manufactured exports.  The island’s greatest success has 

been the emergence of its computer/information industry.  Taiwan’s 

earlier experience in electronics manufacturing created a beehive of 
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entrepreneurship, imitative capacity, innovational capability, and 

industrial creativity.  The government complemented this capacity by 

establishing research and production centers, led by the Science-Based 

Industrial Park in Hsinchu, located near Tsinghua University in 

Taiwan’s Silicon Valley. 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hsinchu_Science_and_Industrial_Park_Administrati

on_20101017.jpg> 
 

 Hsinchu Science and Industrial Park, Hsinchu, Taiwan –                         
In Taiwan’s Silicon Valley 

 
Taiwan is among the world’s leaders in producing personal 

computers (desktops, laptops, and notebooks), computer mice, 

keyboards, monitors, scanners, motherboards, add-on cards, and power 
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units.  Taiwan has shifted its labor-intensive manufacturing to ASEAN 

countries and China.  The China Circle includes Taiwan, Hong Kong, 

and Guangdong and Fujian provinces of China.  China offers good labor 

productivity, low wages, and a huge internal market.  In the mid-1980s, 

PRC leaders began actively recruiting investment from Taiwan and 

Hong Kong.  Taiwan is the manufacturing and technology center while 

Hong Kong is the commercial and financial hub of the China Circle.  

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
<https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Electronics_factory_in_Shenzhen.jpg> 

 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Southern China Constitute the China Circle – 

Taiwanese-owned Foxconn Electronics Factory, Shenzen, China 
 

Between 1990 and 2019, income per capita in Taiwan (adjusted for 

price differences) increased at an average annual rate of 6 percent and in 



 147 

2019 reached $55,078 – 84 percent of that in the United States.  In 2019, 

Taiwan was an impressive 17th of 186 countries in the World Bank’s 

ranking of per capita incomes, an admirable 15th of 190 countries in the 

World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index, but a disappointing 28th of 

198 countries in Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions 

Index.  Because Taiwan is officially considered part of China by the 

United Nations, it is not ranked as a separate country in the UNDP’s 

World Development Index.  Life expectancy in Taiwan is 80 years, and 

the rate of adult literacy is 98 percent.  Taiwan has been an immensely 

successful Asian Tiger.  But Taiwan needs to continue avoiding trouble 

with China, deepen its research and development capacity, and widen its 

international marketing network. 



 148 

 
 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons available at 
< https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taiwan-CIA_WFB_Map.png> 

 
Contemporary Taiwan 
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Time Line for Hong Kong, Malaysia, The Philippines, Singapore, 
and Taiwan 
 
c. 50,000 BCE  Melanesian people settled Southeast Asia 
 
c. 3000 BCE Malayo-Polynesian (Austronesian) people settled 

Southeast Asia from Taiwan –  Philippines (3000 
BCE) – Borneo, Sulawesi (2500) – Malaya, Java, 
Sumatra (2000) 

 
206 BCE-220 CE  Han Empire in China – longest-ruling dynasty in 

Chinese history – comparable to Roman Empire 
in population, size, wealth 

 
618-907 Tang Empire in China – innovations in 

agriculture, revival of trade on Silk Road, 
conquests in south China and central Asia 

 
7th-13th centuries Srivijaya, Malay kingdom – Sumatra, Malaya, 

Borneo – Mahayana Buddhism – controlled 
Straits of Melaka and Sunda from Palembang – 
trade taxes, entrepôt services  

 
 9th-15th centuries Khmer Kingdom – Cambodia, southern Vietnam, 

southern Laos, central-southern Thailand, 
northern Malaya – irrigated rice  

 
960-1279 Song Dynasty – Chinese-led – population doubled 

– Yangzi Valley economic heart – printing, 
gunpowder, magnetic compass 

 
1192-1868 Shogun Era in Japan – shogun headed government 

– defense of monarchy, control of samurai, 
collection of taxes 
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1271-1368 Yuan Dynasty in China – Mongol-led – ruled all 
of China – effective under Kublai Khan – corrupt, 
ineffective under successors  

 
1368-1644 Ming Dynasty in China – reunified China under 

Chinese leadership – feared Mongol re-invasion – 
banned international trade  

 
1402-1511 Sultanate of Melaka, Malay kingdom – Malaya, 

Sumatra – Islam – vassal of China in return for 
trade privileges – controlled trade through the 
Strait of Melaka 

 
1511-1641 Portugal controlled Melaka and trade through the 

Strait of Melaka 
 
1521 Ferdinand Magellan landed in Cebu – claimed the 

Philippines archipelago for Spain – native 
inhabitants killed him 

 
1543 Ruy Lopez de Villalobos named the Philippines, 

Filipinas, after Philip II of Spain 
 
1556-1598 King Philip II ruled Spain – led conquest and 

colonization of the Philippines 
 
1565 Miguel Lopez de Legazpi – led first Spanish 

settlement in Philippines – built Fort San Pedro in 
Cebu 

 
1571 coastal Philippines, including Manila, under 

Spanish control – except Muslims of Mindanao, 
Sulu (called Moros by Spanish)  
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1571-1815 Manila Galleon Trade Route operated – Manila to 
Acapulco – annual convoy – Canton silk, cotton 
clothes, porcelain traded for silver from Spanish 
American colonies 

 
1602-1799 Dutch East India Company (VOC) operated in the 

Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) 
  
1603-1868 Tokugawa Era in Japan – 2 million samurai – 

strong military control – effective civil service 
and taxation –  symbolic royal court 

 
1624-1662 Dutch East India Company (VOC) controlled 

southern Taiwan – built Forts Zeelandia, Provintia 
– introduced sugarcane – exported sugar, deer 
hides to Japan 

 
1626-1642 Spain controlled northern Taiwan – settlements in 

Keelung and Tam-sui – expelled by Dutch in 
1642 

 
1641-1824 Netherlands and Dutch East Indies Company 

controlled Melaka and trade through the Strait of 
Melaka 

 
1644-1912 Qing Dynasty in China – Manchurian-led – 

population tripled – conquests expanded China to 
current size – weak in 19th  century 

 
1662-1683 Koxinga, Ming loyalist – controlled Taiwan – 

exported  deer hides and sugar to Japan –  settled 
Fukienese Chinese in southern plains 

 
1683 Qing army defeated Koxinga –  took Fujian coast, 

Taiwan – finished conquest of China 
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1697-1757 Qing foreign conquest – expanded to China’s 

current borders – Mongolia (1697), Tibet (1720), 
Turkestan (Xinziang, 1757) 

 
1778 Spain removed ban on Chinese immigration into 

the Philippines 
 
1786 Britain claimed the island of Penang, Malaya – 

established a trading port 
 
1800 Chinese Government banned opium imports – 

circumvented by Chinese corruption, British 
promotion of Indian exports to China 

 
1819 Thomas Stamford Raffles negotiated a treaty with 

the Sultan of Johore – Singapore island ceded to 
the English East India Company 

 
1824 Treaty of London – Netherlands ceded Melaka, 

Singapore to Britain, agreed to British control of 
Malay peninsula – Britain ceded Bengkulen to the 
Netherlands, recognized Dutch hegemony in 
Sumatra 

 
1826 Britain formed the Straits Settlements colony – 

Penang, Singapore, Melaka – governed from 
Calcutta 

 
1839 Lin Ze-xu – sent by Chinese government to 

Canton to end the opium trade – forced foreign 
merchants to turn over opium stocks  
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1840-1841 First Opium War – Britain, with world’s most 
powerful navy, easily defeated China – British 
navy occupied Hong Kong Island 

 
1843 Treaty of Nanjing – China ceded Hong Kong 

Island to Britain, opened 5 “treaty ports” to 
foreign trade, paid reparations  

 
1850-1864 Taiping Rebellion in China – peasant revolt – 

uprising of fanatic religious cult – brutally 
militaristic, strongly dedicated   

 
1856-1860 Second Opium War – Britain, France defeated 

China again 
 
1858-1867 France established Cochinchina colony – 

controlled rice-producing areas in Mekong Delta, 
trading rights on Mekong River  

 
1858 United States-Japan Treaty of Amity and 

Commerce (Harris Treaty) – forced opening of 
Japan – established diplomatic and commercial 
relations between Japan and US 

 
1860 Peking (Beijing) Convention – China ceded 

Kowloon peninsula to Britain in perpetuity – 
legalized opium trade – opened more “treaty 
ports” to European merchants (2 in Taiwan) 

 
1861-1908 Empress Dowager Cixi ruled China – weakened 

navy – diverted revenues from navy to re-build 
summer palace in Beijing  
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1868-1945 Meiji Era in Japan – national independence – 
revision of unequal treaties with the West – equal 
stature with advanced nations 

 
1867 Straits Settlements – Penang, Singapore, Melaka – 

became British Crown Colony, governed from 
London 

 
1868 Meiji (“Enlightened Rule”) Restoration – coup 

against Tokugawa Shogunate – rhetoric restored 
the rule of the Heavenly Sovereign – but Emperor 
became symbolic 

 
1869 opening of the Suez Canal – shortened the 

Europe-Asia trade route – attracted greater traffic 
to the Strait of Malacca, Singapore 

 
1874 Treaty of Pangkor – allowed Britain to place a 

Resident in Perak – Britain put Residents in  
Selangor and Negeri Sembilan to increase 
colonial control in Malaya 

 
1888  Britain put a Resident in Pahang, Malaya   
 
1894-1895 Sino-Japanese War – Japan annihilated Chinese 

military forces  
 
1895 Treaty of Shimonoseki – China ceded Taiwan to 

Japan – acknowledged Korea’s independence 
from China – opened Chinese ports to Japanese 
trade and investment 

 
1896 Britain formed the Federated Malay States – 

Perak, Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, Pahang – ruled 
from Kuala Lumpur 
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1896 Britain introduced natural rubber (Hevea 

brasiliensis) into Malaya – from Brazil 
 
1898 Convention of Peking (Beijing) – China leased 

New Territories to Great Britain for 99 years – 
increased colony’s land area by ten times 

 
1898 Battle of Manila Bay – US Navy defeated Spanish 

Navy – US troops secured Manila – Filipinos 
declared independence – Spain ceded Philippines 
to US for $20 million 

 
1899-1901 General Emilio Aguinaldo – President of the 

Republic of the Philippines – American 
“pacification” campaign killed one million 
Filipinos (one-seventh of the population) 

 
1901-1941 Philippines under American colonial rule – 

Philippines exported sugar, hemp, coconut 
products, and tobacco to US –  imported 
manufactures and processed goods from US 

 
1904-1905 Russo-Japanese War – complete victory by the 

Japanese military over Russia 
 
1909 Kingdom of Siam agreed to transfer four northern 

Malay states to Britain – they (plus Johor) became 
the Unfederated Malay States 

 
1910 Treaty of Annexation – Japan forced Korea to 

yield its independence – placed Korea under 
colonial control – renamed it Chosen 
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1911-1912 Republican Revolution in China – military 
mutinies, secessionist movements – Puyi, 5-year-
old Qing emperor abdicated  

 
1914-1918 World War One – Japan (including Taiwan) 

entered on the side of the Allies (the UK, France, 
and Russia – Japan took control of German-held 
territories in Micronesia 

 
1925 Sun Yat-sen died – Chiang Kai-shek assumed 

leadership of Guomindang Party in China  
 
1926-1989 reign of Emperor Hirohito – oversaw the rise of 

extreme Japanese nationalism in the 1930s – 
pivoted to democracy in the post-war period 

 
1930-1939 Great Depression – global downturn in 

employment and income 
 
1932 Japan established puppet state of Manchukuo in 

Manchuria – turned it into the most industrialized 
region of continental East Asia 

 
1934 Tydings-McDuffie Act in US – 10-year transition 

to independence for Philippines – Filipinos 
govern as a commonwealth – US responsible for 
defense and foreign affairs 

 
1935-1944 Manuel Quezon – President of Philippines 
 
1937-1945 Japan invaded China – conquered large parts of 

eastern China –  but could not defeat Nationalists 
in west or Communists in north 
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1941-1945 Japan fought and lost World War II in the Pacific 
– early successes in Southeast Asia, Melanesia – 
Allies formed Pacific corridor of air bases to 
bomb Japan and win the war  

 
1941 Japan attacked Pearl Harbor (December) – buy 

time to establish a defensive perimeter – hoped 
Nazi Germany would win in Europe and US 
would not fight a long war in Pacific 

 
1942-1945 Japan occupied and colonized Hong Kong, 

Malaya, Philippine, Singapore, and Taiwan – 
made Singapore capital of the southern “Greater 
East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere” 

 
1942-1954 Hukbalahap – Communist Guerrilla  Movement in 

Philippines 
 
1943-1945 José Laurel – President of Republic of the 

Philippines – Japanese puppet 
 
1944-1946 Sergio Osmeña – President of the Philippines 
 
1945 Allied bombers fire-bombed Tokyo (March) – 

caused 100,000 deaths 
 
1945  US President Harry Truman chose to drop atomic 

bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki (August) – 
caused 200,000 deaths 

 
1945 Emperor Hirohito announced Japan’s surrender 

(August) – Allies’ victory over Japan resulted 
from superior production capability and better 
military strategy 
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1945 Hong Kong, Malaya, and Singapore reverted to 
British colonial control – Taiwan reverted to 
China – Philippines became independent 

 
1945-1952 American occupation of Japan – General Douglas 

MacArthur, Supreme Commander of the Allied 
Powers – power to suspend the Diet, censor the 
press, govern by decree 

 
1946-1948 Manuel Roxas – President of Philippines 
 
1948 Britain formed the Malay Federation – Straits 

Settlements, Federated Malay States, Unfederated 
Malay States – gave privileges to Malays – 
alienated Chinese residents 

 
1948-1960 The Emergency in Malaya – overwhelming 

British force (80,000 police versus 8,000 
guerrillas) – resettlement strategy placed 
Communist supporters into New Villages – 
Britain eventually won the civil war 

 
1949-1979 Sino-American Joint Commission on Rural 

Reconstruction (JCRR) in Taiwan –  introduced 
improved seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, better 
farming practices, rural credit, and irrigation 
facilities 

 
1949 Communists defeated Nationalists in China – 

Nationalists had mismanaged economy, carried 
out brutalities, permitted corruption 

 
1949 1.5 million Chinese mainlanders emigrated to 

Taiwan – hoped to reunite China under their rule 
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– Nationalist Party enforced political stability in 
Taiwan for four decades  

 
1949-1976 Mao Zedong led Communist China – centralized 

power – restructured Chinese society – had strong 
military, police control  

 
1949-1975 Chiang Kai-shek governed Taiwan –  imposed 

military rule – government composed mostly of 
mainland Chinese  

 
1950-1953 Korean War – stalemate – Japanese economy 

gained from provisioning Allies, from US aid to 
Japan, and from carrying out post-war 
reconstruction in Korea 

 
1953-1957 Ramon Magsaysay – President of Philippines 
 
1955-1956 David Marshall – Prime Minister of Singapore 
 
1957-1961 Carlos Garcia – President of Philippines 
 
1957 Malaya received independence from Britain – 

United Malays National Organization (UMNO) 
dominated politics 

 
1959-1990 Lee Kuan Yew – Prime Minister of Singapore 
 
1961-1965 Diosdado Macapagal – President of Philippines 
 
1961 Singapore government established the  Economic 

Development Board – provides incentives to 
attract investors and to induce existing firms to 
expand their operations 
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1963 Malaysia formed – Malaya, Sabah, Sarawak, and 
Singapore  

 
1964-1975 Second Indochina War – Democratic Republic of 

Vietnam defeated United States and SEATO 
 
1965-1986 Ferdinand Marcos – President of Philippines – 

dictatorial regime – suppressed Communism – 
opened foreign investment –provoked separatist 
movements   

 
1965 Tunku Abdul Rahman, the UMNO leader, 

expelled Singapore from Malaysia – Independent 
Singapore recognized by Britain, US – joined 
United Nations 

 
1971-1990 New Economic Policy in Malaysia – poverty 

declined from 49 to 15 percent – Malay share of 
equity ownership increased from 2 to 20 percent 

 
1975-1988 Chiang Ching-kuo – President of Taiwan  
 
1978-1997 Deng Xiaoping led China – market-oriented 

economic policies – tight political repression – 
Special Economic Zones in south 

 
1978 liberalization of agriculture in China – Deng 

Xiaoping dissolved communes, leased land to 
private farm households, reduced taxes  

 
1978 China reversed its foreign economic policies – 

encouraged trade, private foreign investment – 
provided export incentives 
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1980 China created four Special Economic Zones – one 
in Shenzen, next to Hong Kong –  Hong Kong 
shifted its labor-intensive manufacturing to low-
wage China 

 
1980 Science-Based Industrial Park in Hsinchu – 

created by Government of Taiwan 
 
1980s-1990s Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Guangdong and Fujian 

provinces of China formed the China Circle – 
Hong Kong serviced Taiwanese trade and 
investment in southern China 

 
1981-2003 Mahathir Mohamad – Prime Minister of Malaysia 
 
1983 Benigno Aquino, leader of opposition in 

Philippines, assassinated – strengthened 
opposition to President Ferdinand Marcos 

 
1984 Sino-British Joint Declaration on Hong Kong’s 

Reversion to China – Hong Kong to become a 
Special Administrative Region (SAR) of China on 
July 1, 1997 – Hong Kong to have capitalist 
system until 2047 

 
1988-2000 Lee Teng-hui – President of Taiwan     
 
1986-1992  Corazon Aquino – President of the Philippines  
 
1990-2004 Goh Chok Tong – Prime Minister of Singapore 
 
1992-1998 Fidel Ramos – President of the Philippines 
 
1992 Chris Patten, British Governor of Hong Kong –  

announced widening of franchise for elections 
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after reversion – diplomatic conflict between 
Britain and China  

 
1996 China appointed a 400-person committee that 

elected the first Chief Executive for Hong Kong, 
Tung Chee-hwa (C. H. Tung), a Hong Kong 
Chinese businessman  

 
1997 Hong Kong reverted to China (July 1)  
 
1998-2004 The Petronas Towers, Kuala Lumpur – tallest  

buildings in the world 
 
1998-2001 Joseph Estrada – President of the Philippines 
 
2000-2008 Chen Shui-bian – President of Taiwan 
 
2001-2010 Gloria Macapagal Arroyo – President of the 

Philippines 
 
2003-2009 Ahmad Badawi, Prime Minister of Malaysia 
 
2004-present Lee Hsien Loong – Prime Minister of Singapore 
 
2008-2016 Ma Ying-jeou – President of Taiwan 
 
2009-2018 Najib Razak, Prime Minister of Malaysia 
 
2009 Singapore University of Technology and Design 

founded 
 
2010-2016 Benigno Aquino III – President of the Philippines  
 
2016-present Rodrigo Duterte – President of the Philippines 
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2016-present Tsai Ing-wen – President of Taiwan 
 
2017-present Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of Hong Kong – 

massive protests by pro-democracy activists 
 
2018-2020 Mahathir Mohamad, Prime Minister of Malaysia 
 
2020-present Muhyiddin Yassin, Prime Minister of Malaysia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 164 

Bibliography for Hong Kong, Malaysia, The Philippines, Singapore, 
and Taiwan 
 
G. C. Allen, A Short Economic History of Modern Japan, London:  The 
Macmillan Press, 1981. 

 
Barbara Watson Andaya and Leonard Y. Andaya, A History of 
Malaysia, Honolulu:  University of Hawai’i Press, 2001. 

 
Solomon Bard, Traders of Hong Kong:  Some Foreign Merchant 
Houses, 1841-1899, Hong Kong:  Urban Council, 1993. 
 
Caroline Blunden and Mark Elvin, Cultural Atlas of China, Abingdon, 
England:  Andromeda Oxford Limited, 1998.   
 
Judith M. Brown and Rosemary Foot (ed.), Hong Kong’s Transitions, 
1842-1997, New York:  St. Martin’s Press, 1997. 
 
Henry J. Bruton, Sri Lanka and Malaysia, Oxford, England:  Oxford 
University Press, 1992. 
 
Roger Buckley, Hong Kong:  The Road to 1997, Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press, 1997. 

 
Ian Buruma, Inventing Japan, 1853-1964, New York:  The Modern 
Library, 2003. 

 
Nigel Cameron, An Illustrated History of Hong Kong, Hong Kong:  
Oxford University Press, 1991. 

 
Mark Cleary and Peter Eaton, Borneo, Change and Development, 
Singapore:  Oxford University Press, 1992. 

 
Jonathan Clements, A Brief History of Khubilai Khan, London:  
Constable & Robinson, 2010. 



 165 

 
P. P. Courtenay, The Rice Sector of Peninsular Malaysia, A Rural 
Paradox, Sydney:  Allen and Unwin, 1995.   
 
R. A. Cramb, Land and Longhouses, Agrarian Transformation in the 
Uplands of Sarawak, Copenhagen:  Nordic Institute of Asian Studies 
Press, 2007.  
 
Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun:  A Modern History, New 
York:  W.W. Norton & Company, 1997. 
 
Bruce Cumings, The Korean War, A History, New York:  The Modern 
Library, 2010. 
 
Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel, The Fates of Human Societies, 
New York:  W. W. Norton & Company, 1997. 
 
John W. Dower, Embracing Defeat, Japan in the Wake of World War II, 
New York:  W.W. Norton & Company, 1999. 
 
John H. Drabble, An Economic History of Malaysia, c. 1800-1990, The 
Transition to Modern Economic Growth, London:  Macmillan Press Ltd, 
2000.  
 
Peter Duus, Feudalism in Japan, New York:  McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1993. 
 
Patricia Buckley Ebrey, The Cambridge Illustrated History of China, 
Cambridge, England:  Cambridge University Press, 1996.   
 
John Fairbank and Merle Goldman, China, A New History, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts:  The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2006.   
 
Irene M. Franck and David M. Brownstone, To the Ends of the Earth, 
The Great Travel and Trade Routes of Human History, New York:  
Facts on File Publications, 1984. 



 166 

 
Andrew Gordon, A Modern History of Japan, From Tokugawa Times to 
the Present, New York: Oxford University Press, 2014. 
 
Winston Groom, 1942, The Year that Tried Men’s Souls, New York:  
Atlantic Monthly Press, 2005. 
 
Valerie Hansen, The Open Empire, A History of China to 1600, New 
York:  W. W. Norton & Company, 2000. 
 
Virginia Matheson Hooker, A Short History of Malaysia, Linking East 
and West, Crows Nest, New South Wales, Australia:  Allen & Unwin, 
2003. 
 
Sheila Miyoshi Jager, Brothers At War, The Unending Conflict in Korea, 
New York:  W. W. Norton & Company, 2013. 
 
William Bruce Johnson, The Pacific Campaign in World War II, From 
Pearl Harbor to Guadalcanal, New York:  Routledge, 2006. 
 
Stanley Karnow, In Our Image, America’s Empire in the Philippines, 
New York:  Ballantine Books, 1989.  
 
Richard Katz, Japan, The System That Soured, Armonk, New York:  
M.E. Sharpe, 1998. 
 
Amarjit Kaur, Economic Change in East Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak 
since 1850, London:  Macmillan Press Ltd, 1998. 
 
Amarjit Kaur, Historical Dictionary of Malaysia, Metuchen, New 
Jersey:  The Scarecrow Press. Inc., 1993.  
 
John Lie, Multiethnic Japan, Cambridge, Massachusetts:  Harvard 
University Press, 2001. 
 



 167 

C. P. Lo, Hong Kong, London:  Belhaven Press, 1992. 
 
James L. McClain, Japan:  A Modern History, New York: W.W. Norton 
& Company, 2002. 
 
Barry Naughton (ed.), The China Circle, Economics and Electronics in 
the PRC, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, Washington, D.C.:  Brookings 
Institution Press, 1997. 
 
Barry Naughton, The Chinese Economy, Transitions and Growth,  
Cambridge, Massachusetts:  MIT Press, 2007.   
 
Robert Payne, The White Rajahs of Sarawak, Oxford:  Oxford 
University Press, 2001. 
 
Dwight H. Perkins, East Asian Development, Foundations and 
Strategies, Cambridge, Massachusetts:  Harvard University Press, 2013. 
 
Martin Perry, Lily Kong, and Brenda Yeoh, Singapore, A 
Developmental City State, Chichester, England:  John Wiley & Sons, 
1997. 
 
Robert Pringle, Rajahs and Rebels, The Ibans of Sarawak under Brooke 
Rule, 1841-1941, Ithaca, New York:  Cornell University Press, 1970. 
 
M. C. Ricklefs, A History of Modern Indonesia Since c. 1300, Stanford, 
California:  Stanford University Press, 1993. 
 
Murray A. Rubinstein (ed.), Taiwan, A New History, Armonk, New York:  
M.E. Sharpe, 1999. 
 
D. R. SarDesai, Southeast Asia, Past and Present, Boulder, Colorado:  
Westview Press, 1994. 
 
Jonathan Spence, Mao Zedong, New York:  Penguin Group, 1999. 



 168 

 
Jonathan D. Spence, The Search for Modern China, New York:  W. W. 
Norton & Company, 2013.   
 
David Joel Steinberg (ed.), In Search of Southeast Asia, A Modern 
History, Honolulu, Hawaii, University of Hawaii Press, 1987. 
 
Hugo Steiner, Sarawak, People of the Longhouse and Jungle, Kota 
Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia:  Opus Publications, 2007. 
 
Vinson H. Sutlive, Jr., The Iban of Sarawak, Arlington Heights, Illinois:  
AHM Publishing Corporation, 1978.  
 
Richard Tames, A Traveller’s History of Japan, Moreton in Marsh, 
United Kingdom:  Chastleton Travel, 2008. 
 
Nicholas Tarling (ed.), The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia, 
Volume One, Part One, From Early Times to c. 1500, Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
 
Nicholas Tarling (ed.), The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia, 
Volume One, Part Two, From 1500 to 1800, Cambridge, United 
Kingdom:  Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
 
Nicholas Tarling (ed.), The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia, 
Volume Two, Part One, From c. 1800 to the 1930s, Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
 
Nicholas Tarling (ed.), The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia, 
Volume Two, Part Two, From World War II to the Present, Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
 
Robert Smith Thompson, Empires on the Pacific, World War II and the 
Struggle for the Mastery of Asia, New York:  Basic Books, 2001.  
 



 169 

C. M. Turnbull, A History of Singapore, 1819-1988, Singapore:  Oxford 
University Press, 1989. 
 
Jeffrey R. Vincent and Rozali Mohamed Ali, Managing Natural Wealth, 
Environment and Development in Malaysia, Washington, D. C.:  
Resources for the Future, 2005.   
 
Ezra F. Vogel, The Four Little Dragons, The Spread of Industrialization 
in East Asia, Cambridge, Massachusetts:  Harvard University Press, 
1991.  
 
Andrew G. Walder, China Under Mao, A Revolution Derailed, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts:  Harvard University Press, 2015.   
 
J. H. Walker, Power and Prowess, The Origins of Brooke Kingship in 
Sarawak, Crows Nest, New South Wales, Australia:  Allen & Unwin, 
2002. 
 
Frank Welsh, A Borrowed Place, The History of Hong Kong, New York:  
Kodansha International, 1993. 
 
World Bank, Philippines Growth with Equity:  The Remaining Agenda, 
World Bank Social and Structural Review,  Washington DC:  World 
Bank, 2000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 170 

Sites Visited in Hong Kong, Malaysia, The Philippines, Singapore, 
and Taiwan 
 
Voyage from Singapore to India, 
Aboard the Clipper Odyssey 
Stanford Travel/Study Program and Zegrahm Expeditions 
January 17-February 6, 2011 
 
Singapore 
 
Thomas Stamford Raffles arranged for Singapore’s cession to Britain in 
1819, and the British governed the island as part of the Straits 
Settlements from 1826 until 1948.  Singapore became the leading British 
naval base, coaling station, and entrepôt port in Southeast Asia.  
Following two years as part of Malaysia, Singapore became an 
independent city-state in 1965.  Under the astute leadership of Lee Kuan 
Yew, Singapore transformed itself into one of the world’s leading ports 
and the regional headquarters and research center for multinational 
corporations operating in Southeast Asia.   
 
Singapore now has a per capita income nearly equivalent to that of the 
United States.  About three-fourths of its 5.2 million residents of are 
Chinese, one-seventh are Malay, and one-tenth are Indian.  We visited 
the Botanic Gardens, established in the 1850s, to see the impressive 
display of epiphytic orchid species.  We walked through bustling 
Chinatown and visited the Sri Mariamann Temple, constructed when 
Indian immigrants lived in Chinatown.  We strolled around colonial 
Singapore, and some of us marveled at the excellent ethnographic 
exhibits in the Asian Civilizations Museum.  
 
Malacca, Malaysia 
 
For four centuries, before the rise of Singapore in the 19th century, 
Malacca was the key port and entrepôt controlling the Strait of Malacca 
– the main link between China and India.  Malacca was ruled by the 
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Malay Sultan of Malacca (1401-1511), Portugal (1511-1641), the Dutch 
East Indies Company (1641-1824), and Britain (1824-1957).  We visited 
the impressive Stadthuys Museum (built in 1650 to house the Dutch 
government), the ruins of a church (built as Nosa Senhora by the 
Portuguese in 1521 and revived as St. Paul’s Church by the Dutch in 
1644), and the Baba Nyonya (Chinese) Museum. 
 
Penang, Malaysia  
 
Penang, an island off the coast of northwest Malaya, was ceded to the 
English East India Company in 1786.  Britain governed Penang (with 
Singapore and Malacca) as the Straits Settlements from 1826 until 1948.  
Today Penang is the second richest state in Malaysia.  It houses 150 
factories (mostly foreign electronic-assembly plants).  Our group visited 
the Khoo clan house (to learn how migrants from South China set up 
social safety nets), the Cheong Fatt Tze Mansion (to observe the lavish 
home of the “Rockefeller of the East”), and the Wat Chaiyamangalaram 
(to see the world’s fourth largest Buddha).         
 
Langkawi, Malaysia  
 
Langkawi is a small island (15 miles by 15 miles) in the Langkawi 
Archipelago in northwestern Malaysia, near the border with Thailand.  
The Clipper Odyssey docked in Langkawi Island so that our group could 
visit the Kilim Karst Geoforest Park.  Our birders and trekkers went their 
separate ways, but most of our group drove across Langkawi to board 
small boats and explore the scenic north coast of the island.  We enjoyed 
fabulous limestone formations, walked through a cave filled with insect 
bats, and observed white-bellied sea eagles and brahminy kites in the 
mangrove swamps. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
A Cruise in East Asia, Aboard the Silver Whisper  
Silversea Cruises 
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February 26-March 8, 2009 
Ship-based, Aboard the Silver Whisper 
 
Hong Kong, China  
 
Britain defeated China in the First Opium War (1840-1841), and in the 
Treaty of Nanking (1843), Hong Kong Island was ceded to Britain.  For 
a century and a half (1841-1997), Hong Kong was a British colony.  
Between 1841 and 1950, Hong Kong served as an entrepôt for British 
and other Western trade with China, providing commercial, financial, 
and shipping services, and as a coaling station for the British navy.  With 
the emergence of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, Hong Kong 
was forced to change its role and emerged as a leading manufacturer and 
exporter of labor-intensive goods (textiles, garments, shoes, toys, and 
electronic products) for three decades.  Then about 1980, Deng Xiaoping 
reversed China’s economic policies and Hong Kong shifted back to its 
original role as an entrepôt servicing trade and investment transactions 
for China. 
 
On July 1, 1997, British rule ended and Hong Kong again became part 
of China.  Hong Kong-China is now a Special Administrative Region of 
China, governed under a 1984 agreement between China and Britain that 
established the “one country, two systems” principle.  The government 
of China appoints the Chief Executive (governor) of Hong Kong, but all 
other dimensions of Hong Kong’s previous capitalist system are to 
continue until 2047.  Many Hong Kong Chinese feared reversion, and in 
the 1990s about one-tenth of the population emigrated, taking about a 
third of Hong Kong’s capital with them.  Hong Kong now is one of the 
world’s richest countries, and its per capita income is 92 percent of that 
in the United States.  Since 2000, Hong Kong’s economy has grown at 
an annual rate of 5 percent. 
  
We spent two days in Hong Kong (the Silver Whisper was docked 
downtown in Kowloon at the Ocean Terminal).  It is easy to understand 
why Hong Kong attracts 14 million tourists each year.  Sarah and I 
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mixed new adventures (eating a dim sum lunch on Hong Kong Island) 
with a nostalgic replay of memorable previous visits to Hong Kong (the 
Star Ferry, the Kowloon promenade, Hong Kong Island, and dinner at 
the Spring Deer).  The Spring Deer Restaurant remains one of my most 
favorite restaurants in the world, because of its spectacular Cantonese 
food and its unusual, family-oriented ambience.  Since Hong Kong 
reverted to China in mid-1997, there have been few visible changes.  
Hong Kong business leaders hope that their close links with China will 
help buffer Hong Kong during the global economic downturn. 
 
Taipei and Kaohsiung, Taiwan 
 
Taipei and Kaohsiung are the two largest cities in Taiwan.  Taipei, 
located in the north, is Taiwan’s capital and cultural center, whereas 
Kaohsiung, sited on the southwest coast, is the island’s biggest port and 
manufacturing center.  For 15,000 years, both cities were inhabited by 
aboriginal peoples who were related to Malays and Polynesians.  In the 
17th century, the Dutch colonized Taiwan and built two forts north of 
Kaohsiung.  Spain moved briefly into the region near modern Taipei.  
Qing China took over Taiwan in 1683, and Chinese settlement of the 
island accelerated.  After Japan won the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-
1895, it colonized Taiwan for 50 years.  Taipei was the principal 
administrative center, and Kaohsiung (formerly called Takao) was the 
key port.  Both cities retained those roles under Nationalist Chinese rule, 
which began in 1945. 
 
Taipei and Kaohsiung are bustling, modern cities, featuring skyscrapers 
and traffic jams.  Taipei is the more sophisticated of the two cities and 
serves as Taiwan’s financial center.  Its major attraction is the National 
Palace Museum, which contains many of the 700,000 priceless treasures 
that Chiang Kai-Shek and his Guomindang (Nationalist) supporters 
brought from mainland China in 1949, after losing the civil war to the 
Communists.  Taipei is proud of having the world’s tallest building, 
called Taipei 101 for its 101 stories (although it will soon lose this 
distinction to Dubai).  Kaohsiung, in contrast, is a manufacturing and 
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port city and a melting pot of immigrants from several regions of 
southern Taiwan.  Kaohsiung’s proudest possessions are the attractive 
Love River, which snakes through the city, and a culturally-eclectic 
central city park. 
 
Our day of touring in Taipei was incredibly full.  We began with a visit 
to the National Palace Museum, and we now fully appreciate why its 
collections are considered among the finest in the world.  We were awed 
by ancient bronze drums, copper storage jars, jade head-rests, Song-era 
celadon porcelain, Ming-era blue-and-white porcelain, Qing-era jewelry, 
and ancient and modern Chinese paintings and calligraphy.  The finest 
examples of Chinese culture were on display.  We also visited the serene 
Confucius Temple, commemorating Confucius’s love of learning, and 
the Longshan Buddhist temple with its throng of incense-burning 
worshippers, mostly young Taiwanese.  In Kaohsiung, we enjoyed a 
thorough audio explanation of the exhibits in the Kaohsiung History 
Museum and a pleasant walk through parks along the banks of the Love 
River.      
 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
Southeast Asia Cruise,  
Seabourn Cruise Line 
February 7-March 2, 2001 
Ship-based, Aboard the Seabourn Sun 
 
Cebu City and Manila, The Philippines 
 
After three more days at sea, we arrived in Cebu City, the Philippines.  
Cebu is one of the islands that make up the Visayas group in central 
Philippines, and it was the site of Magellan’s discovery of the islands (in 
1522) and of the first Spanish settlement (in 1565).  Today Cebu City is 
a major metropolitan centers in the country and an important Filipino 
port.  We next sailed north to Manila, the crowded capital city on the 
northern island of Luzon.  There we took a standard city tour that 
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featured the key historical sites of the city.  But we regretted that we had 
passed up the chance to spend a day in the small island fortress of 
Corregidor (since we had heard an excellent series of talks on World 
War II military history during the week at sea).  The economic and 
political development of the Philippines has been disappointing since it 
gained independence in 1946.  The country emerged from its half-
century of American colonialism with a highly educated labor force and 
a strong sense of nationalism, but it has floundered under venal 
leadership.  
 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


